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A supplement is given with the present number— 
which contains 24 pages of closely packed matter; yet 
without seemingly diminishing the large amount that 
remains staring us inthe face! The desire is vain to 
keep-up with events and matters of record; but we shall 
do all that we can, to present, and as soon as we may, a 
sequence of articlesthat wi’! faithfully preserve and hand 
down to posterity, a history of the occurrences of these 
momentous times. ‘The present number is, as we think, 
a valuable one. 


John Lang, esq. the senior editor of the New York 
Gazette, is dead! He was in his 67th year, and had been 
connected with the Gazette for near half acentury. He was 
one of the kindest and best of men—a father in his pro- 
fession, and a friend to every one worthy of his liberality 
--in thought, word and deed. ‘The last time we saw the 
cheerful and benevolent and veteran editor, was at Wasli- 
ington, some few years ago—when Mr. Seaton, junior 
editor of the ‘*National Intelligencer,”’ wishing to gather 
together the ‘‘veterans of the press,” as he called us, 
gave a dinner party, to Joseph Gales, then of Raleigh, 
N.C. major B. Russell, of Boston, John Lang, of New 
York, and the writer of this brief tribute to the worth of 
Mr. Lang. The five of us, only, were present, and had 
a pleasant time of it, to which Mr. Lang, with his great 
good humor, largely contributed. 

The steamboat line, on Monday last, commenced its 
regular trips between Baltimore and Philadelphia—on 
which day the Carroll brought from the latter to the 
former city, three hundred and eight passengers, 

The trip between Baltimore and Norfolk, called 200 
miles, has been twice made by the steamboat Kentucky, 
in a little over thirteen hours. 

There are before the Massachusetts legislature sixty 
petitions for new banks, with a capital of more than 
twenty-five millions of dollars. 

There isa large batch before the legislature of Mary- 
Jand. 

The Mississippi legislature adjourned on the 26th 
ult. The Union dank bill was laid on the table, and the 
New Orleans and Nashville rail road bill failed. The 
house imsisted on locating it east of the Pear] river. The 
senate insisted on the west, and neither would recede, so 
the bill was lost. 

The following statement of the condition of the bank 
of the United States, at the beginning of last month, and 
also on the 4th inst. when the charter expired, is deriv- 
ed from the returns made to the treasury department: 

Qd February. 4th March. 
Loans on personal cecurity........$21,518,874 $20,148,033 

















on bank stock......eeeeeeee04 3,783,708 3,060,569 

on other securities............15,038,136 17,385,708 

40,340,718 40,594,401 

60,191,478 58,345,107 

Domestie bills of exehange..........19,850,759 17,750,706 
Funds in Europe.......s.seeeeeeee. $343,652 nothing. 


6,224,197 
20,114,227 
4,376,266 
3,412,417 
2,350,591 
3,484,143 
346,853 


Pe ticce cateasentécscucesceessse tae 
Civewmlation ...ccccccsccce cece cece seth soUsodo 
Due from state banks..........+++++ 4,611,046 
Due to do. OT TUTTITT TTS |e od 
Notes of state banks on hand........ 2,319,871 
Individual deposites............+... 3,963,77 

Public money of all sorts............ 592,108 


The **Richmond Enquirer’? says—The bank bill was 
yesterday indefinitely postponed in the house of dele- 
gates. It miscarried between the efforts of those who 
asked too much, and of those who would grant too little. 
Vou. L.—Sie. 4. 
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Some were for running into an excess of about seven 
millions of new banking capital. Others, were against 
granting any or sufficient capital. Whe guste milieu, who 
were for avoiding either extreme, and were for allowing 
thrée or four millions, were outnumbered, and outvoted, 
and the bill was finally committed to the tomb of the 
Capulets. We regret the fate of the bill, because we 
had hoped that a reasonable addition would have been 
made to our banking capital, upon the condition of limite 
ing the notes to at least $10. 


The vice president of the United States, Mr. Van 
Buren, in a long reply to certain citizens of Ohio, at 
Cincinnati, says— 

“From the bottom of my heartdolI congratulate you upon 
the noble stand, which Obioappears to have taken at this critical 
momentupon the subject of banks. Her course is deserving of 
all commendation, and may well be looked to by her older 
sisters in the confederacy, not only with admiration, but with 
profit.?? 

‘The most prominent and the only leading measure, 
that was adopted by the state of Odio, was the passage of 
a law to prohibit the circulation of the bills or notes of 
the United States bank of Pennsylvania, within that 
state—and to which Penrsyivania will resort to the lex 
talionis—very promptly. It will be an ‘unprofitable 
contest,’? and apply to the bills or notes of al/ the banks 
of Ohio: but Pennsylvania is clearly justifiable in this 
extreme act of discourtesy on the part of the legislature 
of Ohio. ‘Let the hardest fend off’—said the oyster 
knife to the oyster. 

(It appears, however, that this part of the Ofio bill, 
was ‘*dropped like a hot potatoe,” before the bill was pass- 
ed. | 

In the legislature of New York, a following of the re- 
ported act of Ohio, seems to have been designed. The 
Albany Argus has this account of it: 

‘“‘Several of the New York papers, we observe, labor under 
a misapprehension, that a proposition or ‘motion,’ is pending 
in the assembly, to prohibit the circulation, within this state, 
of the bills of the bank of the United States, recently ehartered 
by the legislature of Pennsylvania. The question, it is true, 
came up incidently in the assembly, upon the reference of a 
petition from Ontario county, to suppress the circulation of the 
bills of the new bank in this state. Subsequently, another pe- 
tition, of a similar purport, and from the same county, was pre- 
sented; but both were laid upon the table, where they now 
lie, and by a vote indicative, we should judge, of a determina- 
tion on the part of the house, not to act further in the premises.* 


— 


The annexed paragraph from the Harrisburgh Intelli- 
gencer of Wednesday shows how universally the rail 
road system of improvement is about to pervade the state 
cf Pennsylvania: 

Between thirty and forty raif road bills were considered and 
passed in the committee of the whole, on Tuesday, in the house, 
A number of them were read a second time and passed. On 
Wednesday, those which had been read the second time, were 
agreed to on final passage and senttothe senate. The others 
were read the second time and passed. Something like sixty 
rail road bills have been reported to the legislature this session, 


—_— 


It is stated that in one of the experimental trips on the 
Greenwich railway in England, the train of six carriages 
was conveyed at the rate of a mile a minute, or sixty 
miles an hour, This is annihilating space with a ven- 
geance. 


we 


The bill to extend the charter of the Girard bank, 
Philadelphia, which was vetoed by governor Ritner, has 
passed both houses of the legislature of Pennsylvania, by 
a constitutional majority of two-thirds of each branch, 
and becomé@"& Taw, without the signature of the go- 
vernor. 





*It was laid upon the table, (otherwise rejeeted) until No. 
vember next, by a vote of 87 to 14! 
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Banks, aye, mammoth ones, are becoming as plenty 
fas blackberries, » in their season; and the mills will 
be hard-worked to make paper enough. Among the 
multitude that are about to vex the public, and bring 
swift destruction on honest labor, we see that a state 
bank has been established with a nominal capital of 
12,500,000 dollars! But this bank, like the rest, will 
not add any thing to the solid capital of the country—on 
which the operations of discreet banking should be based. 
The banks incorporated during the late or present sit- 
tings of the state legislatures, will probably exceed the 
amount of from e ohiy to one hundred millions of dollars! 
The legislators are mad. 

The legislature of Ohio has passed a law prohibiting 
the establishment within that state of any branch or agen- 


cy of the United States bank, chartered by the state of 


Pennsylvania. ‘The section which prohibited the circu- 
lation of the notes of the bank in Ohio, was stricken out 
before the passage of the bill! 

Two millions of the capital of the Citizens’ bank of N. 
Orleans, negotiated with Messrs. Hope & Co. of Amster- 
dam, have been received, and the bank will go into ope- 
ration next month. ‘This is ‘*/oreign” capital. 

The Baltimore and Ohio rail road company has been 
the pioneer in subduing space, by means of such improve- 
ments. It is admitted, as well in Europe, as in all other 
countries and states, that they have render ed more KNOW- 
LEDGE, the result of actual experiment, as to the use of 
the facilities and Power gained by rail roads, than all 
the world besides! ‘This is great, but just, praise. ‘They 
have accomplished things “deemed impossible by theo- 
rists, and in several respects—especially in the manufuc- 
ture of locomotive engines by them, and for their own 
road—as the following will shew. 

The editor of the Rraisrer was politely invited to 
witness the great experiment performed on ‘Tuesday 
last—but was so situated that he could not attend. The 
result, however, is well stated in the extracts appended, 
We have to add only, that the descent of the planes was 
attended with no difficulty whatever—the brakes were 


not used at all, the steam being shut-off, or used only to | 


counteract the power of gravity; and the engine, at all 
times, was entirely under controul of the engineer. 


The resuit of this experimeut is worth millions on | 


millions of dollars. 
‘rom the Baltimore Chronicle of Wednesday last. 

The members of the city council, with other gentlemen, visit- 
ed Parr’s Ridge yesterday, by invitation of the president and 
direetors of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, to wit- 
ness the experiment of running the engine up the inclined 
planes. ‘The particulars of this experiment will be given, we 
presume, in the report of the committee of the city council.-— 
We shall, therefore, content ourselves at present with stating, 
that the experiment was completely successful, demonstrating 
the practicability of using locomotive engines on the whole 
route to the Ohio,as there will not, we believe, be any other 
elevations so high as those at Parr’s Ridge. The first inclined 

lane is 2,150 feet long, 2,050 feet at an ‘elevation of 197 feet 2 
nelies per mile, and 100 feet at 201 feet Linch per mile. Up 
this plane the engine travelled with the following weight: 

Weight of engine and tender...... see.seee- > «+e 12k tons. 

BOROMO GER cave vcccscvocsccdecccccccccccccccscceces OF 

Se CONS O8 Bho sccd cecccecscvceecedscsctcsces & 

50 passengers at 140 pounds each.,........eeeee04 Bd 

26 ~=«stons. 

The second inclined plane extends in length 2,000 feet, of 
which 2,800 feet have an elevation of 170 feet 2 inches per mile; 
100 feet 227 feet 3 inches per mile; and 100 feet 264 feet per 
mile. ‘The engine carried the train of cars up to the last 100 
feet, when the three small cars were detached, and the engine 
started itself, carrying the remaining car and passengers to the 
summit. 

The late hour at which the party returned prevents us from 
noticing this interesting experiment more in detail to-day, 

A writer in the ‘‘American” of Thursday, says— 

Presently we arrived [at the foot of the planes} where the big 
ear was to be unyoked, and the company to be bestowed in the 
small ones. What was our surprise at this moment, instead of 
eoming to a halt, to see the whole array, big car and all, shoot- 
ing up the plane at the rate of five miles an hour. Mr. Gwyna, 
the engineer, took it into his head to disobey orders and to 
push upward with the entire train as it was. 


greatease. The next plane is about 3,000 feet long. Its as- 
centis in one part, 170 feet to the mile—in another 227, and in 
a third part, 264 feet to the mile. Our progress was steady, vi- 
gorous and rapid, until we got within 20 paces of the top of the 
piane. Here we dropped the three light cars* and had the sa- 
tisfaction to see the engine actually start from its position, on 
the plane of 264 feet, with all apparent ease, and drag the large 
heavy car and its company to the top. 

The burthen borne in the experiment bas been weighed, | 
understand, and amounts to 26 tons. The cars detached on 
the last plane are estimated at 5 tons, leaving 21 tons as the 
weight taken over 264 feet elevation in the mile. 

The return down the planes was exceedingly interesting, 
The engine held back like a trained horse and brought us, with 
two burden cars in addition, (making an increase of about 8 
tons), to the foot, at the rate of one or two miles to the hour, 
and varying at the pleasure of the engineer, who sometimes, to 
show his command of the train, stopped stock still. All this 
was done without the aid of the breaks, and simply by the 
backwark action of the engine. 

It should be added, that a very strong wind prevailed, 
blowing ‘‘in the teeth” of the locomotive and the cars, 
at the time of the ascent—which much retarded their up- 
ward progress. Anthracite coal was the fuel used, with 
some wood—the fan of the engine not being in order. 


Liverpool papers to the 14th ult. have been received 
at New York. Nothing interesting is related in them, 
except the following: 

The Paris Moniteur of the 6th, contains the following import- 
ant announcement: 

‘At the close of yesterday’s setting of the chamber of depu- 
ties, all the ministers repaired to the Tuileries, and placed their 
resignations in the hands of the king.”? 

The proceeding of ministers, thus announced by the chief go- 
vernment paper, is accounted for by a reference to the report of 
Friday’s sitting of the chamber of deputies, by which it appears 
that ministers were left in a minority of two, on M. Gouin’s 
motion relative to the five per cent. question, the numbers 
being 194 for the non adjournment of the question, and 192 for 
the indefinite adjournment of it, as required by ministers. 


New victories are claimed in Spain, over the forces of 
Carlos; but still the war drags on, with much loss of life 
and great cruelty. A letter from Sarre, dated February 
3, says— 

The days of Mina are numbered—I mean as regards his poli- 
tical existence; for, sanguinary as he is, | would not that hig 
life should be sacrificed to the just vengenee of his country- 
men! The representative of the queen in Catalonia—Mina, 
who ordered every fifth inhabitant in Lacaroz to be shot— 
| Mina, whose horrible cruelties have caused thousands of Spa- 
i niards to quit, with disgust, the infant sovereign—that same 
Minais now, at length, compelled to fly before the mob he 
created, and to seek a refuge from the fury of his own partisans, 
in the fort Montjouich, at Barcelona! 





O’ Conneli’s impute d job with Raphael,in eausing him, in 
consideration of £2,000 paid for the expenses, to be returned 
for a borough in Ireland, was to be brought be fore the British 
parliament by Mr. Hardy. 

In England, the ministry had a majority of 41 on an amend- 
nent to the address moved by sir Robert Peel against the pro- 
posed extension of the municipal reform to Ireland—the vote 
was, forthe amendment 243, against it 284. The adversaries 
of government were, it is said, not prepared for so decisivea 
vote in its favor. 

We have some valuable statistics from England—but 
they, with a large number of domestie articies of the 
same nature, must be deferred. 

Nantucket is going largely into the silk business. This 
is characteristic of the enterprise of those famous hunters 
of the whale. ‘The delicate fabrie of the one employ- 
ment is in singular contrast to the bold and daring dan- 
gers which are associated withthe other. There is to be 
erected at Nantucket by the Atlantic Silk company, a 
steam silk factory, which is already in great forward- 
ness, 


el 


The N. York American says—‘*The grand jury have, as 
we understand, found four bills of indictment against the 
journeymen taylors, for riot, and one bill against twenty- 
five of the same individuals, for conspiracy. These in- 
dictments will be tried next month. ”’ 


On Wednesday last week, two auctioneers of N. York 
sold real estate in that city tothe amount of $629,000. 
‘Two lots on Wall street sold, the first for $85, 000, and 
the second for $60, 000. 
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The first plane is 2,000 feet long, and a considerable portion 
of it rises at the rate of 201 feet to the mile. We went up with 








*They remained 8 tationary, by the use of the brakes. 
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in New York, during the year 1835. 

Eighteen pence a pound for choice cuts of beef. 
dollars for a good turkey. Eighteen pence 
North river bass, ‘T hisina land of plenty. 

[™M Y. Star. 


Two 


a pound for 


ee 


Twelve thousand bushels of American wheat, which 
had been carried to England, bounded there, and re-ex- 
ported to the city of New York, were sold last week at 
1124 to 118} cents, per bushel. 

Information had reached Natchez (according to the 
Courier of that place, of March 4) by express, from Na- 
gadoches, containing information as ‘late as Feb. 6th, by 
which it is positive ly affirme d that Santa Anna, with his 
army,is on his march upon Texas. Six hundred tr oops, 
of his forces, have arrived at Matamoras, making that 
garrison 1,000, ‘There are 1,000 on the Rio Frio; 1,000 
more on the march to the Rio Grande. A simultaneous 
attack is meditated on Goliad and Bejar. The cavalry 
are said to be very choice, well armed with lances, mus- 
kets, pistols. Santa Anna has sworn to take Z'eaxas or 
lose Mexico. 

The Philadelphia National Gazette says— 

It is authorised to state, that Burd Patterson, esq. of 
Pottsville, Penn. will give one thousand dollars a ton, 
for ten tons of good iron smelted with anthracite coal, 
The march of improvement and invention is 
and the day will doubtless come when anthracite coal 
may be successfully applied to the smelting of ‘*good” 
iron. 


’ 
Onwards 


“Twelve hundred and twenty-five henees: were sential: 





The editor of the Newark Advertiser acknowledges | 


the receipt of a bunch of Isabella grapes, preserved fresh 
until this time, by a aN discovered by Mir. C. A. 
Harrison of th: it pl: ice. They are said tobe part of about 
two bushels which were plucked from the 
tember last; and are de ee das being as fresh, plump 
and luscious as on the day they were g: athered. The pro- 
cess of preservation, the cao of which, for the 
present at least, Mr. Hlarrison reserves io himself, is 


said to be entirely simple and practicable, so much so | 


that, when the vessels are once procured, a hundred 
bus hels of the fruit may be preserved at an annual ave- 
rage cost of about one dollar. 

We find the following paragraph in the Chicago Ame- 
rican, of the 27th ult. 

“Rumor says the indians on our frontiers are discontent- 
ed, and that those who were removed west of the Mississippi 
last year are returning. If such be the case, we may have ano- 
ther Black Hawk affair. The number of warriors in the neigh- 
boring tribes is estimated at 4,000 to 5,000. The country is 
wholly unprepared for resistance in case the indians should 
eommmence hostilities.’? 


A remark: able fact—The church at Southampton, Mass. 
was organized in 1743, and they have had but two cler- 
gyman in all that time, the first serving a period of 60 
years, and his successor still holding on. ‘This speaks 
as much i in favor of the congregation as of their pastors 
Such instances of uninterrupted harmony are but too 
rare in our country. [M. Y. Star. 

Oak wood was sold in Philadelphia, last week, at twen- 
ty dollarsacord. The harbor had then been blockad- 
ed with ice for two months, It is now at about six dol- 
lars. 

The Hudson Gazette says:—*‘*This day makes 108 days 
that the ground has been covered w ith snow; a thing, we 
may venture to say, unknown in the history of 
since its first settlement. We may reasonably e xpect 
from present appearances, that the snow will last 20 days ~ 
longer.” 

The Columbia (Pa.) Register says:—‘“‘If any evidence 
in addition to our senses were wanting to prove the ex- 
cessive severity of the present winter, the fact that many 
deer have been found dead in the woods, in the upper 
townships, in this county, is eonclusive. They are ge- 
nerally found standing erect braced in the snow.” 


‘rive in the aft 


vines in Sep- | 
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The Phil latin i Herald gives a map of the district of coun- 
try between Philadelphia and Baltimore, exhibiting the route 
of the several rail roads which combined are to connect the 
two cities. The first iscues from the southern seetion of Pii- 
ladelphia, passes the Schuyikill near its mouth, and runs 
through Chester along the bauks of the Delaware, a distance of 
seventeen miles to the Delaware line, where the Delaware 
company takes itup, and continuing for some distanee near 
the river, passes through Wilmington along the wharves, 
thence through Newport and Stanton,a distance of twenty-three 
miles to the Maryland line, where the Delaware and Maryland 
company eommence and earry it on through Elkton and 
Charlestown, for nineteen miles to the Susquehannah river at 
Havre de Grace. Thence to the Canton wharves atthe east- 
ern extremity of Baltimore, the distance is thirty-four miles. 
It is confidently expected that the whole line will be ready for 
travel by next winter. 

A straight line between the two eities would be eighty-seven 
miles in length; the present steamboat route is one hundred 
and five miles; and the route by the above rail roads will be 
uinety-three. [.dmerican. 
Three men and thirty-four horses were consumed by 
New York, on the morning of the 16th instant. 
The distress and agony of the horses, evinced by their 
deafening cries and contortions of body, were heart-rend-« 
ing to the beholders, who were unable to render them 
assistance 


fire, in 
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WINCHESTER aRnD PoTromac RAIL ROAD. The Win- 
chester Republican says—‘‘Operations have commenced 
on our rail road.”” On Monday, the locomotive Ten- 
nessee, began its regular trips between Winchester and 
Iiarper’s Ferry. For the present, says that paper, ‘‘the 
cars will start for the Ferry at about 7 in the morning, 
to arrive there in time for passengers to proceed imme- 
diately in the Baltimore cars, and will leave the Ferry 
(for Winchester) as soon as the cars from Baltimore ar- 
ernoon.”’ 

Proerits or canars. On the 8th inst. the commis- 
sioners of the New York eanal fund made their annual 
report to the legislature of that state, giving the amount 
of tolls on the several canals for the last navigation sea- 
son; together with the rates of toll for 183 39, the rates 
established by the canal board for 1836, and "the mini- 
mum rates fixed by the coustitution: and also a detailed 
account of the business done upon the canals. 

The amount of tolls collected on the severai canals is 
as follows, viz: 


Tolle on the Erie canal..... .ccccceecesscseeGhydtOsoek 26 
6 Champlain canals... cscs cece secs 116, 131 10 
6 Oswego Canal....ccccececesccces 29°180 62 
se Cayuga and Senecacanal........ 20,430 14 
os CHOMUNE COMB). cocccccesccccees 4,714 98 
-” Crooked Lake Canal.....seeeeees 1,830 56 





anctghidilim 
Total. .cccccccccssccc ccf OR ae 
This exceeds the collection for tolls in 1834, by the 
sum of $208,001 89. 





Lake Erir and New Yorxn canat. A committee at Buffalo 
have made a report to her common council of that city, from 
whieh we gather the following information as to the opening of. 


| . ° 
| the canal and lake at that place, and at Albany, for nine years 


vast. 

' Canal opened Canal opened Lake Erie open 
Year. at Buffulo,. at Albany. at Buffalo. 
1827 April 21 April 21 April 21 
1828 66 ] 66 ] = “s 
1829 S625 “c 2 May 10 
1830 “15 “90 April 6 
1831 sc 16 < 616 May 8 

832 “ 618 “ April 27 
1833 a4 92 ac 99 “ce 23 
1834 < 616 ss 617 66 6 
1835 s¢ 615 ce .15 May 8 


Here it will be perceived, that the canal at Buffalo and Al- 


| bany, and the lake, at Buffalo, were never, during those nine 


America } 
|} and never but that one year open before the 15th of April. In 


years, except once in 1828, open so early as the Ist of April, 


three of those nine years the lake at Buffalo was closed till 
after the 7th of May. In six of those nine the lake at Buffalo 
was closed until after the 20th of April. In eight of those nine 
years the canal was closed, both at Buffalo and Albany, until 
the 15th April. 





Outro AND THE RaIt RnoaAD. The following imporiant 
resolutions have passed both branches of the legislature 
of Ohio. FE.,vineing the sense of that powerful member 
of the eonfederacy as to the national importance of this 
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great work, they cannot fail to exert a proper influence 
whenever the matter in question may come before the 
legislature of the nation. 

Resolved by the general assembly of the state of Ohio, That we 
deem the completion of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road as 
a measure of great importance to the western states, and af- 
fecting in some measure the interest of the whole union; and 
therefore that it be recommended to our senators and represen- 
tatives in congress to use such means as they deem expedient 
to procure aid from congress towards the accomplishment, at 
an early period, of so desirable an object as the completion of 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to 
forward a copy of the foregoing resolution to each of our senators 
and representatives in congress. 


The New York Gazette says:—‘‘Yesterday was the 
eighty-eighth day since the awful conflagration which vi- 
sited our city; and yet, in many places throughout the 
burnt district, the ruins are still smoking. 

Vastly important! We understand that Mad’lle Ce- 
leste visited the ladies of the president’s family on Sa- 


turday, and expressed a desire to see the great hero of 
that city, where she had lately won golden favors, in al- 


most as much abundance, as he had won laurels. The 
cabinet council of the nation happened to be in delibera- 
tion at the time, but what was that to the entreaty of so 
fair an applicant to the honor of an interview? The 
doors were accordingly thrown open, and the fascinating 
little danseuse was received duly by the president, sur- 
rounded by the national executive, with all that distin- 
guished courtesy, for which he is remarkable. It may 
be readily believed, that the winning manner of the fair 
visitant left tue most favorable impression on the eminent 
company. [| Georgetown Metrop. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 

By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Robert R. Reid, to be judge of the United States for 
east Florida. 

J. A. Cameron, to be judge of the United States for 
west Florida. 

James Webb, to be judge of the United States for 
south Florida, 

John Forsyth, jr. to be attorney of the United States 
for the southern district of Alabama. 

Thomas W. Oldfield, to be consul of the U. States for 
Lyons, in France. 

Richard P. Waters, to be consul of the United States 
for the island of Zarzibar, in the dominions of the sul- 
tan of Muscat. 


s ctieteemeniatll 


Money. The following notice of the state of the mo- 
ney market at Philadelphia, is from Bicknell’s Reporter: 

Money continues scaree—very scarce. On Saturday 
last, good paper was offered at one per cent. per month. 
The market was somewhat easier yesterday; very litle, 
however. Acchange for the better must soon take place. 
The New Yorkers and Bostonians, who have been for- 
warding their stocks to our market for the last fortnight, 
and have thus been absorbing our capital, will not be 
permitted to do so any longer with impunity. Our capi- 
talists have commenced retaliating upon them, and the 
New York market will soon be, if it is not already, in as 
bad a condition as our own. Some may think that this 
will not relieve us—it cannot do otherwise, however. 
The great difficulty with us has grown out of the im- 
mense amount of stock in our market, and the high price 
at which it sold here. We allude, of course, to the stock 





of the bank of the United States, and assure the holders | 


of the ‘‘article” that it will not now bring a higher price 
in Philadelphia than any where else—that in fact it will 
not bring what it is really worth here, in consequence of 
their being so much in the market. Stocks are like every 
thing else—when the supply is greater than the demand, 
the article will depreciate in price. 





GREAT LAW scuir. The New Orleans Union of the 
23d ult. says. ‘‘lhe suit so long pending between the 
United States and the city has at length been terminated 
by the decision of the supreme court at Washington, 
against the claims of the government. ‘The consequences 
of this decision to the city are of an important nature. 








The sum of $1,600,000, the proceeds of the sale of the 
lots on the levee, and which amount is now in the city 
and commercial banks, will beeome the property of the 
city; this is more than sufficient to pay the whole debt of 
the city, and thus removes one of the most serious objee- 
tions to the bill of Alderman Labatut, dividing the city 
into three sections.”’ 


Int1no1s. The country along the Mississippi and Tli- 
nois rivers, comprising the territory of Illinois, was dis- 
covered in the year 1675, by Marquette and Joliette, 
who had been sent to explore it by the gov. of Canada, 
Kaskaskia, Caliokia and several other villages were 
founded in 1683. In 1763, the territory was ceded to 
Great Britain. In 1783, it formed a part of Virginia, 
In 1787, it formed—with Indiana—the territory north 
west of the Ohio. In 1809, it was organized as a sepa- 
rate territory, and in 1818 was admitted into the union, 
At the time of its admission into the union it contained 
35,220 inhabitants; in 1820, 55,211; in 1830, 157,445, 
The inerease during the last five years has been very 
great. Illinois has already projected and commenced a 
system of internal improvements, on a scale worthy of 
the oldest, most populous, and richest states in the con- 
federacy. The ‘‘young giant”? has a glorious course to 
run, and he has started with a strength and vigor worthy 
of all admiration. 





THE woor business. We understand that large im- 
portations of wool are daily expected into this wool grow- 
ing region, from the east and south west. Ejighty-five 
thousand pounds will ascend the Ohio, shipped from 
Mexico, via New Orleans, and 230,000 will arrive by the 
Pennsylvania canals, importations from Mogadore, in 
Africa, via New York and Philadelphia. The manufac 
turers are able to purchase this wool from abroad, and 
pay the carriage here, cheaper than they can buy it from 
our farmers. The inevitable consequences will be, that 
the present prices must come down. [Wheeling Gaz. 





Revenvr. The amount of revenue collected in the 
port of New York for the last year, exceeds the revenue 
of the former years by forty per cent. The estimates 
being the same, the surplus of course goes into the de- 
posite banks. In 1828 the amount was twenty-five mil- 
lions imports—last year there was ninety millions. 

[ Star. 


— 


Lexington, ( Ky.) March 15. We regret to learn by 
a gentleman of this city, who was in Frankfort on Friday 
night last, that the arsenal, containing the public arms, 
was discovered to be on fire between 2 and 3 o’clock Sa- 
turday morning, and such was the progress which the 
devouring element had made before it was discovered, 
that the building, with all it contained, was destroyed. 
Not a sword, musket, cartouch box, nor trapping, was 
saved, 

The cause of the disaster, whether the effect of acci- 
dent or design, had not transpired when our informant 
left. [ Intel. 


News rrom Texas. Randolph, Tennessee, March 1. Vo- 
lunteers are returning from Texas. As we heretofore predict- 
ed, they have found any thing else there than food for a frolic, 
and report very discouragingly of the inhabitants of the coun- 
try. Inthe camp at San Antonio, the troops had been entirely 
out of bread-stuff some days before our informant left, their 
food being Spanish beef. We wish not to cast a damp feeling 
upon the spirit of those disposed to see Texas free from the 
Mexican government, our own opinion being whatit may. We 
are a friend to liberty any where and every where, in its pure 
sense; but any information, whatever it may be, from Texas, 
we feel bound to give. Many that have returned from that 
country speak of the iand as being rich and productive. But 
of its inhabitants they give a miserable account. They are 
said to be very poor, and care nota fig under what government 
they live. We speak of them generally: doubtless there are 
exceptions. The volunteers even have to pay for the food for 
their horses; say there is no money there excepting what the 
volunteers take with them, and that the majority of them are 
returning. The principal ebjeet of the majority of the inhabi- 
tants that fightis plunder and pillage. The country is now 
free from Mexican troops, but Santa Anna is expected in the 
spring with a powerful army. ‘The inhabitants are said to be 


indolent, and quite contented. The only lands that ean be 
given te volunteers are upon the head waters of the streams, 
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and back in the interior, the fine lands on the navigable streams 
being included in the grants to companies by the government. 
The weather during the winter has been a continual stream of 
sunshine—no rains for two or three months. [ Recorder. 

Charleston, March 14. We are indebted to an officer lately 
jn the Texian naval service, who arrived in this city on Friday 
last, via New Orleans, and who left Victoria, a portin Texas, 
on the 8th ult. for severai particulars in relation to the state of 
affairs in that territory. Our informant states that gen. Hous- 
ton arrived there from the Mission de Refugio, (which at that 
time was head quarters) on his way to San Felippe, the seat of 
government, some difficulty having taken place between gover- 
nor Smith and the provisional government, who had not, how- 
ever, resigned. The troops were concentrating at Copeno, 
They were to move on the Ist March, and the forces consisted, 
as well as can be recollected, of the following: at the Mission 
180; at Labadie, 110; at Copeno, 210; at Bezar, 80. 100 men 
had landed at Dimmot’s point from North Alabama, about the 
10th February; 180 sailed from New Orleans about the 23rd, 
They are the troops that left New York, and were carried into 
Nassau, N. P. Colonel Fanning commands the forees at Co- 
peno. The gallant corps of volunteer greys from New Orleans 
had generally returned, disgusted with the service, saying that 
they would no tonger fight to enrich a few land speculators; they 
went to establish the liberty of the country. The general sup- 
position in ‘Texas was that there would be no fighting until the 
summer Was far advanced, as the insurrection of two generals 
of Santa Anna’s occasioned a division of his forces, which at 
no time amounted to more than 8,000 troops. Col. Bowie had 
gone amongst the Camanche Indians to have a talk, and he 
will endeavor to keep them quiet. 

Elections were going on at the time our informant left for 
members to the new convention which was to assemble on the 
Ist March. On the the 4th March the Texian declaration of 
independence was to be made at San Felippe and ihe provisional 
government under the new order of things instituted. 

[ Patriot, 





HIGH PRICES IN THE WEST. We are informed, by an in- 
telligent gentleman from the west, that the prices of pork, 
wheat and provisions generally, were never known so high 
as they are at this moment in Kentucky, Mississippi and the 
adjoining states. Pork, for example, running alive in the 
streets, brings $7 a hundred; and wheat from $2 to $3a bushel. 
At Chicago, we have already known that pork was selling for 
$25 a barrel. At Louisville, Kentucky, and other places along 
the Ohio and Mississippi, we Jearn that the prices are equally 
exorbitant. The explanation given is this: During a few years 
past, the Atlantic states, in the south, have turned their atten- 
tion to the more valuable culture of cotton, tobacco, rice, &e. 
and mean-while the western states have been filling in to an 
almost incalculable extent, with the flood of emigration con- 
stantly setting in that direction. Thus, Indiana, two or three 
years since, contained about 300,000, and now has 600,000 in- 
habitants. The population of the whole union has gone on in- 
creasing rapidly. Thus the demand for grain and provisions 
and live stock has been greatly increased in the states for ex- 
ample along the valley of the Ohio, where they are most 
abundantly produced, and secondly, the demand has been fur- 
ther increased by the attention of the pianter, in the cotton 
growing states, being almost exclusively directed upon that 
and the other precious staples of the south. [N. Y. Star. 


New Orleans, Feb. 20. The ship Unicorn, capt. Lindsey, 
which has just arrived at this port from Trieste and Marseilles, 
has on board three jacks and three jennies, which, we under- 
stand, are beautiful animals of the kind. The Unicorn touch- 
ed at Malta for the purpose of bringing them to this country, 
for that public spirited individual Henry Cray, esq. to whom 
his adopted state is greatly indebted for this and other valuable 
acquisitions, accomplished without regard to labor or expense, 

{Commercial Bulletin, 
OE Beer 


THE SEMINOLE WAR. 

Charleston, March 14. The schr. George and Mary, captain 
Willey, arrived at this port on Saturday, in 40 hours from St. 
Johi’s (E. Florida.) 

We are indebted to capt. Willey for the Jacksonville Courier 
of the 10th inst. from which we have copied the interesting in- 
leliigence from the seat of war, given below. 

Capt. W. informs us that the steamboat Florida arrived at 
Jacksonville late on Thursday afternoon, from Picolata, but 
brought no news in addition to what is given below: 

LATE NEWS FROM GEN. GAINES. 

The intelligence from the Wythlacoochee continues to be of 
great interest and importance. Soon after our last publication, 
we learned that gen. Gaines continued fighting the Indians. 
After the battle of the first day, gen. G. found thirty Indians 
killed. He had two of his men killed, and several wounded. 
On the third day the Indians crossed the Wythlacoochee to at- 
tack him. He having taken only eight days’ provisions, and 
being thus closely pressed, sent for reinforcements, provisions 
and ammunition. Gen. Clinch, being under the orders of gen. 
Scott, and having received no order to send the provisions for 
the army, sent corn from his own plantation, and Mr. B. M. Dell 
Flarted with upwards of eighty head of cattle, 
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They had not proceeded many miles, when an express arriv- 
ed from gen. Gaines, containing the intelligence that he was 
entirely surrounded by the Indians, and, unless he received 
provisions, he should be under the necessity of cutting bis way 
through them, leaving his wounded. He requested the assem- 
biing of the Alachua militia, to guard the provisions sent him. 
Alter receiving this unexpected intelligence, the provisions, 
Which were on their way, were ordered back. The soldiers of 
Alachua, though so unceremoniously discharged, and who re- 
fused to be disbanded in the present defenceless state of the 
country, assembled to the number of about two hundred, to go 
to the assistance of gen. Gaines. 

The following extract of a letter, received by colonel Dill 
from captain Pries, dated 4th instant, contains some further 
particulars: 

“You may not have heard of the recent occurrences here. 
Gen. Gaines was attacked las\ Saturday evening on this side of 
the Wythlacoochee, aud has been fighting ever since. Some- 
limes he has three fights in the day and one in the night. At 
one of the fights there were found dead thirty Indians and one 
negro. The result of the others we have not heard. At the 
last advices, the loss to the army of 1,200 men was, 4 killed 
and 36 wounded. But we have heard the cannon several times 
since, firing very heavy. 

**Alachua companies left here about one o’clock this morn- 
ing in a very hard rain, in order to assist in guarding provisions 
and ammunition to the Wythlacoochee, both of which general 
Gaines is much in want of. We understand that two days 
since gen. Scott, with his forces, was at Picolata, and that two 
different expresses have been received from him.’ 

From the same. 

By the arrival of Mr. Samuel Harrison from Alachua on 
Tuesday evening last, we are furnished with still later infor- 
mation, 

Gen. Clinch, with his forces, in conjunction with the Alachua 
militia, making in all about eight hundred, had gone to aid gen. 
Gaines. He reached the camp on Saturday last, and effected 
a junction with him. With their united forces, amounting to 
nearly two thousand men, gen. Gaines intended crossing the 
Wythlacoochee on Monday last. His boats, foating bridges, 
&e. were all prepared. He has four twelve pounders with 
which to cover his landing on the opposite side of the Wythla- 
coochee. The Indians will undoubtedly make a desperate 
struggle to prevent his crossing. Mr. Harrison says that on 
Monday the cannon were distinctly heard. Itis all over now, 
and we are anxious to learn the result. He states that gen. 
Gaines has never shown to the enemy more than about 200 
men atonetime. Thatin every instance of an attack, whether 
by night or day, he was prepared for them, having anticipated 
the movements of Oceola. In this way he made great havoc 
among the enemy, having killed several hundreds of them. 
His loss, before gen. Clinch joined him, was only eight killed 
and about forty wounded. Mr. H. says that, in his express, 
gen. Gaines said he had men enough, and asked only for provi- 
sions and ammunition. 

From some observations made by gen. Gaines, the number of 
Indians is estimated at between two and three thousand, 

By some negroes, who have escaped to the whites, it is stated 
that, the Indians have made a fortification on the other side of 
the Wythlacoochee, only four miles distant. It is made of 
earth and fascines, and surrounded by a wide moat. This is at 
Oceola’s town, and is probably the stronghold of the enemy. 
It is impossible to say how much credit is due to these reports 
of the negroes; but in most other instances since the com- 
mencement of hostilities much has been lost by not crediting 
their statements. Gen. Gaines intends marching for this place 
after crossing the river. There he will learn whether Oceola 
yet knows how to make fortifications which can withstand 
our means of battering them down. Before that place is taken 
the one in which the women and children probably are, the 
struggle will be severe. It will be the fight of death to many. 

Should gen. Gaines succeed, as he probably has before this, 
he will have conquered the Indians, and they must either sur- 
render, or betake themselves to the hammocks and swamps for 
the purpose of concealment and eluding the whites. By all his 
movements gen. Gaines has evinced great skill, and has shown 
that he perfectly understands the enemy with whom he has to 
contend. The manner in which he cuts them off with so little 
loss to himself, shows that he has been no idle scholar in the 
artof war. We now confidently expect a speedy close of this 
savage warfare, and that Oceola’s boast of five years will be a 
short five months. 

The following statement of the officers and soldiers who 
marched from Tampa Bay with gen. Gaines, furnished by lieut. 
T’. Paige, who was one of the number, is possessed of interest 
at this moment: 

OrricERsS—Maj. gen. Gaines, commanding. 

Lieut. col. Twiggs, commanding brigade. 
Capt. Shannon, quartermaster, 

Capt. Hitchcock, 

Lieut. McCall, > staff. 

Lieut. Jzard, , 

Lt. col. Foster, commanding the 4th regiment United States 
infantry, seven companies, two hundred and sixty-five soldiers, 
Officers—Lieut. col. Foster, major Wilson, major Lear, lieu- 
tenants 7. Paige, Screven, Buchanan, Alvord, Scott, Myers, 
Mitchell, and Reese, 
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Major Belton, eommanding asdiion. pum companies, one 
hundred and seventy soldiers. Office rs— Major Belton, majors 
Mountford and Zantzinger, licut’s Grayson, Linnard, Adams, 
Duncan, Stockton, Henderson, Alien, and diorgan. Medical 
staff—Drs. Heiskell, Leavenworth, Cuyler, and Reynolds. 

A regimentof Louisiana valunteers, twelve companies, seven 
hundred soldiers, commanded by col. T. F. Smith, together 
With seventy friendly Indians. 


From the Charleston Courter of 14th instant. 

An impression has been very general in this quarter, from 
recent accounts received from Florida, that a hostile feeling 
exisis between gen. Scott and gen. Gaines, and some letter 
writers have gone so far as to state that the former was deter- 
mined not to afford assistance to the latter to extricate lim 
from the perilous situation in which he was placed, previous 
to the receipt of our last advices from the banks of the Wythla- 
coochee. 

An officer of the army, who arrived here on Saturday, in the 
steamer John de Mongin, assures us that there is not a shadow 
ef foundation for these erroneous impressions. On the con- 
trary, at the moment of his leaving Picolata, (Gth instant,) there 
was nota nan in the army of Florida, who felt more anxiously 
for the safety and success of general Gaines and his brave asso- 
ciates, than did general Scott himself; and it was believed, at the 
moment of his departure, that gen. S. who had then concentrat- 
ed, at that point, about 2,000 men, would dismount as many of 
them as practicable, and, tor the want of other sufficient means 
of transportation, load the horses with ammunition and provi- 
sions,and make a forced rmaareh to succor the detachment under 
general Gaines. 


oe 


Many volunteers continued to arrive, to supply the place of 
Others discharged, and increase the army in the fleld. It is 
suppored that gen. Gaines would immediately advance on the 
Indians, and foree them, if possible, into a general action. 

The following distinguished officers of the U. S. army are 
now at the seatof the Indian war in Florida—major general 
Macomb, brevet major general Scott, brevet major geuera!l 
Gaines, brigadier general Eustis, brigadier general Clinch, col. 
Lindsay, co!. Crane, col. Bankhead, col. Gaiez, major Kerby, 
major Belton, major ‘Twiggs, major Whiting. 

An officer of the Georgia volunteer s who marched to Fort 
King with gen. Clinch, writes as follows:— 


To give some idea of the scarcity at Fort King I will mention | 
that $3 was paid for one biscuit, G1 per gill for liquor—S$20 per | 


gallon wae offered for liquor, and would have been given readi- 
ly. I think in one instance $100 was offered fur one gallon. 
Money was of no use, grog usurped its One and would buy 
any thing in the eating line. I offereda U.S. soldier twenty- 
five cents for his cup of coffee, and he htt not taxe it, but 
would have given it up instantly for a drink of liquor. The ge- 
nerous fellow divided it with me and would not eharge a cent. 

Provisions had, however, become plentiful; supplies being 

furnished, at convenient points, by steamboats. 
From the Savannah Republican. 
Eztract of a letter, dated Picolata, March 2 

‘Captain Kenan’s troop (the Baldwin cavalry, 90 men) who 
arrived here about a week ago, refused to be mustered into the 
service of the United States, except about 20, with captain Ke- 
naa himself, who has acted handsomely. ‘The day before yes- 
terday, ten or more of them, mounted their horses, and return- 
ed to Georgia—and yesterday, I had the mortification to see 
about 50 of them abandon their commander, and the few mus- 
tered with him into service, and rode in a body towards Geor- 
gia. They passed major Cooper’s battaiion about three miles 
on the western bank of the river, opposite Picolata,and their 
friends in the battalion endeavored to persuade them to return, 
but in vain. 

These men came from Georgia with very wrong impressions. 
They thought they would be received as an independent corps, 
without being mustered in the U.S. service. Oapt Kenan did 
all he eould te induce them to eomply with the necessary terms, 
but they obstinateiy refused, although fond of their captain, 
Kenan is yet here—he has acted nobly, but his pride is greatly 
hurt by the conduct of his troop.”’ 

Despatches were received at the ndjutant general’s office, 
Washington, on Saturday evening from major general Scott, 
from which the following are extracts: 

* Head quarters: army of Florida. 
between Picolata and Gary’s Ferry, March 9, 1835. 
(*Sir: I have just set out fur Fort Brane, via Gary’s Ferry, 




















on Black creek, with two companies of regulars, and intending | 


ih 4 


to take with me from the latter plnee the small battalion of 


mounted Georgians, (heretofore mentianed,) under the com- 
mand of major Douglas. Lieut. colonel Bankhead is at the 
head of the first detacliment, and the two together make a total | 
of about 240. But even this small force may be important to 
rescue major general Gaines 

sf had not received the slighte st information of the operations 
on the Wrythlacoochee (ofhcial or otherwise) of a later date 
than the 29th ult. up to this morning: and had concluded that | 
he had effected his march, with more or legs success, against 
the enemy, upon Tampa Bay, when at daylight, the steamer 


| 
| 
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that [ am now in, arrived, and brought the rumor which is con- 
firmed by the two accompanying notes from paymaster Little, 
received abont six hours afterwards. On the reception of the 
rumor. immediately commenced preparations for this move- 
ment, but being delayed by the necessity of unlading and relad- 
ing the boat, Lam now at anchor at the mouth of Black creek, 
I hope to put ths troops in march, from Gary’s Ferry, early in 
the day to-morrow, and to reach Fort Drane, with a small 
escort, the day following. It is possible that even these little 
detachments of horse and foot may reach the Wythlacoochee in 
time to render a valuable service. 

‘‘T am awere that the movement that Tam making may be 
condemned, if regarded in any other light than a rescue, as pre- 
mature. Colonel Goodwin’s mounted regiment only arrived at 
St. Augustine jast night or this morning; and consequently, the 
left wing cannot be in force on the Ocklawaher, in the direction 
of Pi-lak-a-le-kaha, earlier than the 17th, or up with the enemy 
before the 20th inst. Col. Lindsay, who may have already 
arrived at Tampa Bay, cannot operate more than two days? 
mareh from that place from the want of the means of transpor- 
tation, major general Gaines having taken away the horses 
which were there, and the basis of the right wing is merged in 
the force brought by that general into the field, and must parti- 
cipate in his success or failure. If it falls back with him upon 
Fort Drane, it must suffer great loss, and if it follow him te 
Tampa Bay, it will be wholly out of position. 

‘‘Jn this and even in a greater state of uncertainty I have been 
ever since the 26th ultimo.? 

Gen. Scott then proceeds to give the reasons which have pre- 
vented him from having placed in advance a larger quantity of 
provisions, which were necessary to his operations. These 
have resulted from the nature of the country, where good roads 
are not to be found—from the wetness of the season and from 
the deficiency in the means of transportation, arising from 
causes entirely beyond his control; while at the same time the 
troops uader maj. gen. Gaines have occasioned a greater con- 
sumption of provisions than gen. Scott had calculated would be 
required. 

N. 8. Theamount of gen. Gaines’ last express to gen. Clinch, 
dated 3d inst. was merely copies of his previous letters, with a 
note stating that the Indians were still around him, but little or 
no fighting had taken place since last communication, 

The following is a copy of the letter of the 8th, from pay- 
master Lytle: 

Fort Drane, March 8, 1836. 

Sir: By direction of gen. Clinch, [ opened your communica- 
tion of the 6th instant, which arrived late last night in advance 
of the wagons. You will perceive by my letter of the Sth, that 
gen. Clinch, with all the forces at this post, and one hundred 
mounted men from the vicinity, had left for the Wythlacoochee, 


ito escort a small supply of cattle, ammunition, &e. to general 


Gaines, having received the night before a third express from 
that officer. No word has been received from either of those 
generals sinee the Sth. 

When gen. Clinch left here, he expected to be back on the 
9th. The probability is, that the wagons will return without an 
escort, there bei ing at present no troops here, and should gen. 
Clinch get back before the wagons depart, his men may be too 
much fatigued to march again immediately; but this of course 
is merely conjecture. [am satisfied, however, that gen. Clinch 
would advise that an escort accompany the wagons back to this 
place when reloaded. 

Capt. Graham being directed by gen. Clinch to send back the 
wagons for supplies safter their arrival he re, will send them to 
Gary’s, as being the best road. 

Very respectfully, &e. . LYTLE. 
Maj. gen. Scott, U. S. 4. commanding in Florida. 

The Indians attacked gen. Gaines with such boldness, and 
approached so near to his entrenchment, that many of his com- 
mand, who were engaged in defending the right flank of the en- 
trenchment, were wounded in the back by balls fired by the In- 
dians on the jeft flank. 

Our readers will thus perceive that, ere this, in all probabili- 
ty, the sun of Oceola has set—the lamented deaths of Dade 
and his gallant brethren been avenged, and fresh laurels added 
to the brows of our gallant regulars and not Jess gallant volun- 
teers. 

TW ENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 

SENATE, 

March 18. Mr. Nicholas offered the following resoiutions, 
which lie ene day for consideration: 

Resolved, Tinat the committee on public lands be instrueted 
to inquire into the justice of granting to the state of Lonisiana 
500,000 acres of the public lands, within the limits of that state, 
in consideration of the great benefit derived from the levees 
inmade and kept up at individual expense, and the improve- 
inents, at the cost of the state, ef the water courses, which, by 
act of congress, are declared American highways, forever free 
from any tax or toll imposed by said state. 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation for building 
or purchasing and equipping one or more ateam vessels, to be 
einployed in giving more effectual protection to the trade be- 
tween New Orleans and the several ports of Mexico. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
communicate to the senate any information in his possession 
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as to the expediency and probable cost of erecting a suitable After speaking about an hour, being fatigued, Mr. Porter gave 

building for the custom house and district court in the eity of | way; aud 

New Orleans. On motion of Mr. Southard, the further considexation of the 
Mr. Southard offered the following resolution, which lies one | subject was postponed till to-morrow. 

day for consideration: : | The bill to appropriate for a limited time the proceeds of the 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on commerce be instructed to | public lands, &c. on motion of Mr. Hwing, was postponed till 

inquire into the expediency of making legislative provision for; Wednesday week. 

the employment of boys in the merchant vessels of the United | After attending to some private business, the senate ad- 








States, in proportion to their tonnage. | journed. 
An act authorising the conveyance of certain lands belong-| March 23. Mr. Grundy presented a memorial from a com- 
ing to the university of Michigan, was read a third time, and Inittee Of the clerks employed in the executive departmenta, 
assed. | on the subject of the inadequacy of their present saiaries; and 


Several bills from the other house were read and referred. jaiso a petition from individual clerks on ihe same subject; 
The expunging resolution offered by Mr. Benton being in | which were referred to the committee on finance. 
order— - | Mr. Grundy gave notice that he should to-morrow ask leave 
Mr. Benton made some observations on the subject,and con- | to introduce a bill to authorise contracts to be made with rail 
cluded with moving the postponement ef the further considera- | road companies for the transportation of the mail. 


tion of the resolution till Monday, the 4th of April, and thatit| Mr. Davis presented certain resolutions of the legislature of 

be made the special order for that day; | Massachusetts relating to the boundary line of the U. States 
Before Mr. Benton concluded his remarks— between Maine and the British province of New Brunswick; in 
The senate adjourned to Monday. | doing which he made some remarks. 


tion from the department of the navy, transmitting, in obe- of Mississippi, on the subjeet of mail roads and a inilitary de- 
dience to a resolution of the senate, the amount standing to | Pets Which weie referred to the appropriate committee. 
the credit of the navy hospital fund, [$66,243]. lie senate again proceeded to the consideration of the ex- 

I'he chair also laid before the senate a communication from | PUPging resolution, bon ; 
the treasury department, transmitting, in obedience to a reso- Mr. Porter resumed the observations he commenced yester- 
lands purchased from the Indian tribes from the commence- | @ !1tUe before 3 o’clock. ; ’ 
ment of the government to September 30, 1835. On motion of Mr. Benton, the resolution was then laid en 

Mr. Rives presented instructions from the Virginia legisla- the table for the present, and the senate proceeded to the eon- 
ture, in favor of the expunging resolution. sideration of executive business; after which, they adjourned. 

Mr. Buchanan presented iustructions from the legislature of March 24. Mr. Grundy introduced his bill to authorise con- 
Pennsylvania, in favor of a distribution of the proceeds ef the | tracts lor carrying the mail and public property of the United 
public lands among the several states States, upon rail roads—which was twice read and referred, 

< - , i . ‘ wee ot “ed . - . . _ > 

Mr. Southard, from the committee on naval affairs, reported Several >the reports of Committees were taken up 
a bill to authorise the fitting out of an exploring expedition to and agreed to. — P ; ; 
the south pole; which was read, and ordered to a second ‘he chair laid before the senate the following eommunica- 
reading. tions from the treasury department: 

The resolutions on the table, offered by Mr. Grundy, Mr. 1. A reply to a resolution calling for the expense of building 
Nicholas, and Mr. Southard, were severally considered and | @ Custom house at New Oileans. , 
adopted 2. The state of the deposite banks up to the Ist inst. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the unfinished The senate was engaged principally upon private bills and 
business, being the expunging resolution offered by Mr. Benton, | fesolutions—amongst the latter was one by Mr. Calhoun di- 

Mr. Benton resumeé his observations in support of bis reso- | recting the judiciary committee to enquire into the expediency 


lution, and concluded with moving to postpone the subject, and | Of preventing, by legal enactinents, the mutilation, obliteration 
to make it the special order tor Monday two weeks. 


or expunging of the journal of the senate. 
Mr, Porter expressed a wish to say a few words, when Mr.| 00 motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, the senate proceeded 
Benton withdrew his motion. ° to consider a bill for the relief of the several corporations with- 
On motion of Mr. Wright the subject was then postponed, | im the Districtof Columbia, 
and made the special order for to-morrow. (This billhad been reecommitted, by order of the senate, to 
Mr. Wright then reported without amendment, from the eom- | the committee for the District of Columbia, and had been re- 
mittee on finance, the bill making further appropriations for ; Ported with an amendment, providing that before the secretary 
the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida. of the treasury shall assume the payment of the Chesapeake 
The bill was then considered and ordered to a third reading. | aid Ohio canal stock, the stock shall be vested in the secretary 
is a = T St: , iv sine allow 
[The bill wants only the president’s signature to become a| (for the United States) the privilege being allowed to the ecor- 
law.] ; | porations to redeem the stock within ten years, on repaying 
The senate then proceeded to the consideration of executive | the money pro fided by this appropriation to be paid to the cor- 
business: and, after remaining a short time with closed doors, | porations. ] 
| 
| 


March 21. The chair laid before the senate a communica- | Mr. Walker presented resolutions adopted by the legislature 
| 
| 





the senate adjourned, The amendment being agreed to, Mr. King, of Ala. moved to 

March 22. Mr. Benton, from the setect committee appointed | fill up the blanks for the sums appropriated for interest, &e. 
in reference to the dispute between Ohio and Michigan, and the | paid by the corporations, with the following sums: $449,685 for 
northern boundary of Ohio, reported a bill for the admission of | WV ashington; for Alexandria, $1 14,640 44; for Georgetown, 
Michigan into the states of the union; which was read aud or-| 9 116,795 48; which amendments were agreed to. : 
dered to a second reading. | The bill, as amended, was reported to the senate; and the 

Mr. Black, from the committee on private land claims, to | amendments having been concurred in, , 
whom were referred the petitions of numerous individuals | oma Caihoun asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
claiming lands under the Choctaw treaty, made a report, at  Larhagig : 
much icomth, which he read. The report was terminated by dy oy penn elena taken on the engrossment of the bill, 

i av PTs 4 > j hie é e as te 7S: 
og Seay ac Ar Se een pene ee ) YEAS—Messrs. Clay, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Ewing, 

On motion of Mr. King of Georgia, 2,000 extra copies of this | of Ohio, Goldsborough, Kent, King, of Alab. King, of Ga. Linn, 
report were ordered to be printed. i Ne aie reston, Rives, Robbins, Southard, Tallmadge, 

Mr. Buchanan, from the select committee to whom was re-| ¥ #iKer——1é. : 
Pa Se erates of the territory of Arkansas, on the sub- NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Davis, Hill, 
ject, reported a bill to provide for the admission of Arkansas | Hubbard, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Niles, Robinson, Shepiey, 
into the states of the union; which wes read and ordered toa | Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Wright—16. 
second reading. So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Benton moved to make the bill for the admission of anes 
Miehigan, and the other bill last reported, the special order for HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday. Friday, March 18. After other business— 

This motion was objected to by Mr. Ewing of Ohio, Mr.| The house resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Porter. and Mr. Clayton, in consequence of the absence ef | committee on elections relative to the North Carolina contest- 
Mr. Webster, Mr. Leigh and Mr. Naudain, who were neceesa- | ed election. 
rily away, but would be in their places early in the week. | While a desultory discussion was going on—Mr. Whittlesey 

On the other side, Mr. Benton and Mr. Buchanan stated that | called for the order of the day, [it being one of his days); and 
ether senators would be compelled to go away next week, so | after some opposition, it was so determined; and some private 
that the senate would still not be full. business wage attended to. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, moved that the business be made the Saturday, March 19. The North Carolina contested election 
the special order for Wednesday, but the motion was negativ- was further discussed. i ' 
ed—yeas 19, nays 20. | [In the course of his remarks, Mr. 2 ewland (the claimant of 

Mr. Clayton moved Tuesday, and this motion was agreed to; | the seat) avowed himself to be an unwavering friend of the 
yeas 21, nays 18. present administration; and being called to order for introduc- 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, the senate proceeded to | ing topics irrelevant to the question, was, by vote of the house, 
consider the unfinished business, being the expunging resolu-| permitted to proceed. } 
tion offered by Mr. Benton. Mr. McKay expressed a hope that the honse, before proeeed- 

Mr. Porter then spoke in reply to what had fallen from the | ing to other business, would settle the question whether fur- 


senator from Missouri. | ther time should be allowed or not. The question had occu- 
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pied a month, and, unless it was settled now, the discussion 
a be renewed on Thursday next, on the motion of his col- 
eague. 

Mr. Rencher wished, he said, to settle the preliminary ques- 
tion on the allowance of further time. 

Mr. Underwood, with a view to enable the house to take the 
question now on the motion of the gentleman from North Ca- 
rolina, moved the reconsideration Oj the vote On his motion. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Rencher then moved to strike out March 22d, and insert 
the third Thursday in April, with leave to the parties till that 
time to take further testimony. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, asked the yeas and nays on this 
motion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the negative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, H. Allen, Ashley, 
Bailey, Banks, Bell, Bond, Borden, Bunch, John Calhoon, W. 
B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Chambers, John Cham- 
bere, Chapman, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Con- 
ner, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, 
Dunlap, Evans, Everett, Forester, Philo C. Fuller, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, 
Harlan, Harper, Razeltine, Hoar, Howell, Huntsman, Ingersoll, 
Janes, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, MeCar- 
ty, McKennan, Miiigan, Morris, Patton, Pettigrew, Peyton, 
Phillips, Pickens, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, 
Aug. H. Shepperd, Shields, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, 
Taliaferro, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Whittlesey, L. Wil- 
liains, Sherrod Williams, Wise—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, 
Bockee, Bouldin, Boyd, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr. Ca- 
sey, Chaney, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Craig, Cusliman, Davis, 
Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Fairfield, Parlin, French, 
Fry, Wm. K. Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Gillet, Glas- 
cock, Grantland, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, 8S. 8. Harrison, A. 
G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Havnes, Holsey, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley, Huntington, Jabez jackson, Joseph Johnson, R. 
M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Benj. Jones, Kilgore, 
Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, G. Lee, J. Lee, I’. Lee, 
Leonard, Logan, Loyatl, Abijah Mann, J. Mann, Martin, John 
Y. Mason, William Mason, M. Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, McLene, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Parker, Parks, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Phe!ps, John Rey- 
nolds, J. Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Schenck, Shinn, Sickles, 
Speight, Sutherland, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Towns, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, 
Weeks—103, 

After some conversation between Messrs. Rencher, Speight, 
Underwood, Maury, 42. H. Shepperd, Glascock and Hardin, as to 
the proper mode of bringing the constitution and laws of North 
Carolina, bearing on the question, before the house; the time 
proper to be allowed for collecting and printing those doecu- 
ments; and the propriety of referring the testimony which had 
been received since the committee reported, for the purpose of 
a decision upon its sufficiency. 

The question now being on Mr. Mann’s motion to postpone 
the consideration of the report of the committee on elections 
till Thursday next, the 24th, and make it the special order for 
that day, it was taken, and determined in the affirmative, by a 
vote of 124 to 49. 

On motion of Mr, Speight, it was then ordered that so much 
of the constitution and laws of the state of North Carolina, re- 
Jative to elections, as may be pointed out by the petitioner and 
fitting member, be printed for the use of the house. 

Mr. Anthony moved that the house do now adjourn. 

Mr. Whittlesey asked the yeas and nays on this motion, and 
they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 164, nays 66. 

The house then adjourned. 

Monday, March 21. This being the day for the presentation 
and consideration of petitions and memorials, the subject first 
in order was the memorial presented ona former day by Mr. 
Howard, from sundry members of the National Trades’ Union, 
praying congress to pass an act limiting the hours of labor to 
ten hours daily, in all cases where laborers are employed by 
the United States. 

Three motions were pending: one to refer the subject to the 
committee on roads and canals; another to refer it to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary; and a third to a select committee. 

Mr. Howard remarked that the memorial was signed by 
about three thousand persons of the laboring class, and that 
their representations were entitled to the attention of this 
house. The ten hour system had been already extensively 
adopted, under which laborers were employed from six o’clock 
in the morning to six o’clock in the evening, aliowing two 
hours for refreshment. 

This system the memorialists represented to be more just, 
equal and convenient than that of laboring from sun to sun, 
which was a rule that necessarily varied with the latitude and 
with the seasons. The committee on roads and canals did not 
seem to be the appropriate committee for considering the sub- 

ject, nor did it come within the cognizance of the committee 
on the judiciary. He had therefore, moved its reference to a 
select committee. 

After some remarks from Mr. Parker, 


a 


Mr. Wardwell remarked that this subject was certainly enti- 
tled to some consideration. Almost every class of individualg 
and every leading interest in the country had a special com- 
mittee assigned to their affairs in this house; and he saw no 
reason why those men, who formed the bone, muscle and 
sinew ef the country, those who labored with their hands, 
should not also be listened to. He knew, moreover, thay 
abuses existed on this subject, which required legislative in- 
terference; and alluded to the fact that our soldiers were em- 
ployed on the Cumberland road, as laborers,and were compel- 
led to labor, he believed, every day, not excepting Sundays; 
and that at Fort Gibson, where they were employed in making 
roads, six hundred of them had died. He was decidedly in fa- 
vor of referring the memorial to a select committee. 

The whole matter was laid upon the table—ayes 102. 

The house then took up, as the next subject in order, the 
preamble and resolutions of the legislature of the state of Ken- 
tucky, in favor of the distribution of the proceeds arising from 
the sale of the public lands among the several states, presented 
last Monday. 


The question being on the resolution offered by Mr. Williams, 
of Kentucky, for the reference of the subject to the committee 
of ways and means, with instructions to report a bill for the 
distribution of the proceeds arising from the sale of the public 
lands, among the several states, for the purposes of internal 
improvement and education. 

Mr. Allan addressed the house warmly in favor of the reso- 
lution, until the orders of the day were announced. 

Mr. Reed moved that the rules be suspended for this day, for 
the purpose of receiving petitions and memorials, excluding the 
subject of the resolutions of the legislature of Kentucky; which 
Was agreed to. 

And many petitions and memorials were presented—many of 
them against slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and means, re- 
ported a bill reguiating the deposites of the money of the United 
States in certain local banks. Read twice, and committed to 
the committee of the whole house on the state of the union. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to authorise the se- 
cretary of the treasury to adjust the claims of the bank of the 
United States for damages due that bank on account of a bill of 
exchange drawn on the French government, and protested, and 
for other purposes. Read twice, and committed, 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to explain and amend 
the act forthe relief of the sufferers by the fire in the city of 
New York. Read twice and committed. 

A large number of reports were received from the different 
committees, which will sufficiently appear in their progress— 
some of them appearing to be of much general interest. 

Atlast—Mr. Muhlenberg moved that the house now adjourn; 
and, on division, it was found that a quorum was not present. 

The house then adjourned. 

Tuesday, March 22. The chair announced, as the business 
first in order, the motion reported yesterday from the commit- 
tee of ways and means, to discharge the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union from the further consideration 
of the following bill: 

A bill repealing the fourteenth section of the ‘“‘act to in- 
corporate the subscribers to the bank of the United States,’’ 
approved April 10, 1816. 

Be it enacted, §c. That the fourteenth section of the act en- 
titled ‘‘an act to incorporate the subscribers to the bank of the 
United States,’’ approved April 10, 1816, shall be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed. 

The chair would state (he said) in advance, that the merits 
of the bill were not open to discussion on this motion. 

Mr. Cambreleng calied for the reading of the fourteenth sec- 
tion of the bank charter proposed to be repealed; and it was 
read, as follows: 

‘Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the bills or notes of 
the said incorporation, originally made payable, or which shall 
have become payable, on demand, shall be receivable in all 
payments to the United States, unless otherwise directed by 
act of congress.” 

Mr. Cambreleng said, the object of the committee of ways 
and means, in instructing him to move that the committee of 








the whole be discharged from the further consideration of this 
bill, was, to order it to be engrossed, and read a third time. He 
asked the clerk to read what took place in this house in 1812, 
when a similar question was presented in relation to the notes 
of the first bank of the United States. 

The clerk read a passage from a report in the National Intel- 
ligencer of February 13th, 1812. 

[The object of this proceeding is, immediately to check the 
circulation and currency of the notes of the late bank of the 
United States. A debate followed, and there were many 
speakers—but the substance of what was said may be gathered 
from the following remarks: 

Mr. Patton, of Va. said it was merely a question of time and 





af form. It was a question whether the house should act de- 
liberately and wisely upon the subject, which would bave the 
effect to delay the passage three or four weeks. For one, he 
was not disposed to dispense with the usual forms of legisla- 
tion. Whether there were any objections to passing the bill, 
he did not know; if there were, he should like to hear them. 
He asked if there was any reason for its passage. He thonght 


the notes of the United States bank as good and safe as the 
He could see no danger to the treasury, 


notes of any bank. 
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nor any other reason why the usual forms should be dispensed 
with, to hasten the passage of the bill. He could not see whiy 
those who wished to exanrine and discuss the subject should be 
deprived of the privilege, without any necessity; and he should 
oppose the motion, unless some good reason fur it could be 
oven. 

Mr. Brown said if the 14th section was in operation, he could 
conceive no reason wWhiy it should not be repealed. If there 
was any doubt whether it was stillin force, then it ought to be 
repealed. The only question then was one of time: whether 
we should repeal it now or atthe close of the eession. He 
could not view the measure as one calculated to discredit 
the notes Of the United States bank, it would leave them pre- 
cisciy on the same ground with all other notes. The presi- 
dent of the bank himself, in his late address, congratulates the 
country upon the total disconnexion of the bank from the go- 
vernment. 

Mr. McKennon, after adverting to the past action of the com- 
mittee and the house, asked for the pressing reason—if any 
thing had occurred—which called for this change of purpose 
and ofaction. He was opposed to bringing the subject beiore 
the house in this way. It was aqustion which required deli- 
peration and discussion, and there was no better way than to 
consider and discuss it in committee of the whole. It was a 
question of expediency, whether the bill should be refused, or 
whether the repealing clause should go into effect. He thought 
jt might be inexpedient to pass the bill, because it would de- 
preciate the bills of the United States bank, and we could get 
no better currency, and he thought there could be no good rea- 
son unless it Was to substitute a better currency. An attempt 
was making to destory the circulation of that bank, by direc- 
tions of the head of the treasury for the deposite banks to re- 
fuse its bills, and by this attempt to bring the influence of con- 
gress Lo discredit them. He offered these reasons to show that 
the bill Ought to remain in the committee of the whole, and 
ought to be discussed. 

Mr. Wise said it was a question not what mischief, but what 
good, would arise from the course proposed. The members of 
the committee of ways and means, he believed, were the ouly 
individuals who had started any doubt as to the fact whether 
the clause in question had become extinct. There was not a 
doubt on the part of the friends of the ‘monster’? that it was 
dead, and the gentleman from Indiana might, if he chose, go 
and bury it. No good was to ensue to the country from pass- 
ing this bill at all; much less from passing it speedily. Ifitwas 
hurried into the house, the previous question stood there in 
dread array against the freedom of debate. ‘There was a rea- 
son why this subject ought not to be acted on speedily; and he 
would inform the gentlerman from Pennsylvania why it was 
that this question was pressed. No one doubted—the secretary 
of the treasury did not doubt whether the notes of this bank 
were receivable. He himself asked the secretary of the trea- 
fury What notes were receivable in payment for public land, 
and the secretary eould not tell him, but referred him to the re- 
ceivers of the public money. When it was not pretended that 
the notes of this bank were a legal tender, what object was 
there in saying, by this act, that they are not a legal tender? 
He would tell the gentleman what the object was. It was to 
array the government on the side of one set of banks against ano- 
ther bank or setof banks. ‘The whole of this war against the 
bank of the United States was a contest between one set of 
bankers and another set. ] 

One o’clock having arrived, the house took up the special 
order of the day, the naval service bill, and Mr. Bell resumed 
his remarks, and went into a general examination of the past 
and present principles of the party in power, with a view to 
show that abusive expenditures and dangerous practices had 
increased since the present administration came into power. 

And before he had concluded, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 23. The early part of the day was oc- 
cupied upon the motion made, on the preceding day, to dis- 
Charge the committee of the whole from the consideration 
of the bill to repeal the 14th section of the act of April 10, 
1816, to incorporate the subscribers to the bank of the United 
States;?? which motion, after some proceedings, of which an 
account will be hereafter given, was carried (by the aid of the 
previous question.) So that bill is now on the table of the 
house, 

The following business occupied the residue of the day’s 
setting: 

The house, in committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, resumed the consideration of the bill making appropria- 
ion for the naval service of the United States for the year 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Bell to strike out 
the following clause: 

“For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, sixty-seven thousand dollars.” 

Mr. Bell resumed his remarks on the subject,and gave his 
reasons, at length, for the belief that the friends of the ad- 
Ministration did not actually expecta war with France, and 
Maintained that, if they did, they were themselves chargeable 
With having grossly neglected the defences of the country. He 
reviewed the proceedings of the government and of the house 
uring the last session, to show that no preparations fora war 
Were attempted to be made, upto the time when the three mil- 
‘on appropriation was proposed, on the very last night of the 
Session; and further, that every proposition made for increasing 
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the appropriations for particular points were steadily resisted 
and defeated by the friends of the administration. ‘The causes 
of the loss of the fortification bill on that night he examined 
and explained, at great length. The main cause of the dif- 
ficully was, as he maintained, an anxious desire, on the part of 
the majority of the house, to huld the senate and particularly 

a distinguished senator, responsible for the loss of the measure, 

For this purpose, he contended that it was wilfully, voluntari- 

ly, and by design, so managed by a party on this floor, in the 

interest of the vice president, as to lose both the extra appro- 
priation for the defence of the country, and the fortification bill 
also. 

Mr. Bell commented upon the use which had been made of 
this manceuvre by the party, and appealed to every member from 
the south west to say whether the charge against the senate, 
founded upon the failure of this measure, Was not one of the 
most potent, effective, and irresistible instruments used by the 
administration party in the presidential contest. Mr. Bell also 
passed in review many other topics connected with the course 
and policy of the present administration; and, after speaking 
about three hours, concluded by thanking the committee for 
the indulgence which they had extended to him during his pro- 
tracted remarks. 

Mr. Garland, of Va. obtained the floor, and the committee 
then rose, and the house adjourned. 

Thursday, March 24. This day was expended in receiving 
reports and bills, and in considering the North Carolina con- 
tested election. 

fin the course of the debate about the bank on Wednesday, 
Mr. Cambreleng requested the clerk might read a letter, which 
he handed in, from the cashier of one of the deposite banks in 
Boston, to the secretary of the treasury. It would be seen that 
the branch of the bank in Boston refused to redeem the bills of 
other branches, which were, consequently, at a discount, and 
were bought up to pay bonds due at the custom house. If this 
was the course on the Atlantic, he said it might easily be ima- 
gined what was the trouble in the interior; and if the rule of 
the Boston branch was to be generally adopted, and no branch 
would redeem bills except of their own issues, he would like 
to be informed where the bills of branches which were now dis- 
continued, would be paid. 

The following is the letter referred to: 

Copy of a letter from the cashier of the Commonwealth bank of 
Boston, to the secretary of the treasury, dated Boston, March 
18, 1836. 

Sir: Yours of the 14th instantis at hand. In answer to the 
last paragraph, viz: ‘*f will thank you to inform me how, and 
in what case, the question can arise in your bank, as it has been 
presumed that the payments for duties have been, and will be, 
paid chiefly, if not entirely, by checks on your own, or other 
city banks.’? 

Heretofore the branch bank in this city has redeemed the 
bills of the United States bank, drawn here by regular course 
of business, consequently making them equal to the city bank 
bills; being therefore no difference in value, the payments to 
government have been made generally in checks and bills of the 
city banks. But this branch of the United States bank now re- 
fused to redeem any bill, but of their own issue, and conse- 
quently every other city bank refuses to receive them. This 
depreciates in value all the United States bills issued else- 
where, and they must be negotiated by brokers, and purchased 
for the purpose of paying debts due to the government. The 
rate of exchange will probably cause them to be remitted from 
one city to another, when money is scarce, and to be placed in 
the hande of the bond payers, to whom they will be equal to 
specie, although payable at a distant part of the country, and 
for all other purposes of less value. It was to guard, if possi- 
ble, against this probable contingency, that I addressed the de- 
partment. Respecttully, 

CHARLES HOOD, cashier.] 
et hE Beene 
REMARKS OF MR. WEBSTER, 
On the question upon a motion not to receive an abolition memo- 
rial, March 1. 

Mr. Webster expressed shortly his judgment as to the proper 
course to be taken with these petitions. He thought they 
ought to be received, referred and considered. That was what 
was usually done with petitions on other subjects, and what 
had been uniformly done, heretofore, with petitions on this 
subject also. 

Those who believed they had an undoubted right to petition, 
and that congress had undoubted constitutional authority over 
the subjects to which their petitions related, would not be satisfi- 
ed with a refusal to receive the petitions, nor with a formal re- 
ception of them, followed by an immediate vote rejecting their 
prayer. 

In parliamentary forms there was some difference between 
these two modes of proceeding, but it would be considered as 
little else than a difference in mere form. He thought the 
question must, at some time, be met, considered and discussed. 
In this matter, as in others, congress must stand on its rea- 
sons. It was in vain to attempt to shut the door agains peti- 
tions and expect in that way to avoid discussion. On the pre- 
sentment of the first of these petitions, he had been of opinion 
that it ought to be referred to the proper committee. He was 
of that opinion still. The subject could not be stifled. It 
must be discussed, and he wished it should be discussed calm- 
ly, dispassionately and fully, in all its branches, and all its 
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bearings. ‘To reject the piayer of a petition at once, without 
reference or consideration, Was not respectiul; and in this case 
nothing could be possibiy gained by gomg out of the usual 
eourse of respectful consideration. 
5 OD ttm 
NEW YORK SESSIONS. 
Marcu 16, 1836. 
Before the recorder and aldermen Barnes and Lovett. 

TRIAL OF THE RIOTERS. Edward Hallahan, Join Sweeney, 
John Dougherty, John Hogan, James Edgar, John Giimore, 
John Peet, Edward O’Brien, and Jolin Lyon, stevedores and 
shoremen, Were pul Upon thei trial for a riot committed on the 
Q3d day of February last, in South street, between Maiden lane 
and Fletcher street. The evidence established cleaily the facts 
of the rioters proceedings as detailed at the time in our paper, 
and the participancy of all the prisoners im them, and the jury 
found them all guilty, recommending Jolin Peet to the mercy 
of the court. 

Assault on Mr. Brink. Edward Hallahan, one of the above, 
was then tried for an assault and battery, wiih intent to kill 
Dennis Brink, police officer, by striking bim over the bead with 
a heavy pipe stave, on the 23d of February last, while endea- 
voring to suppress a riot of the stevedores and shoremen. The 
evidence proved that Mr. Brink had arrested one of. the ring- 
Jeaders of the mob on the wharf, near the ship United States, 
and was condueting him along the wharf to South street, when 
he was surrounded by a crowd of the rioters, about fifty of 
whom seized pipe staves, a pile of which laid on the pier, and 
the prisoner, witha heavy white oak pipe stave, which he 
wielded with both hands, struck him over the head and felled 
him to the earth. The blow came with such force as to cut 
entirely through the hat and the flesh to the frontal bone of the 
head, and rendered Mr. Brink insensible for several hours, until 
after his wound was dressed and he conveyed home in a sleigh, 
and for a time his life was considered in danger. 

The prisoner acknowledged ¢he striking, but said that Mr. 
Brink first struck him witha cane, which was disproved by 
the officer and two or three other witnesses, and the jury found 
the aecused guilly as charged. (The punishment is not less 
than two nor more than ten years in the state prison.) 

Mackin, Roberts, Harrington and Somerindyke, charged on 
several indictments with committing riots in the Bowery on the 
3d of March, and with an assault and battery on David Norris, 
were arraigned for trial, but on motion of their counsel, the 
trials were postponed to the next term, | Courier. 

He Gy OH a 
MARYLAND—THE “INDEMNITY” BILL. 
From the Baltimore Chronicle, of the 23d inst. 

At alate hour, last night, we received the annexed letter 
from Annapolis, announcing the important fact, that the indeim- 
demnity bill has passed both houses of the legislature and is now 
a law. 

Annapolis, March 22, 1836—10 minutes to 2 o’clock. 

I hasten to communicate to you the intelligence that the ‘‘in- 
demnity bill”? has just this moment passed the house of dele- 
gates by aclear majority of the whole house. Affirmative 42, 
negative 28—majority of 14. 

The bill passed without amendment, as you published it in 
your paper. No doubt of its passage by the senate. 

P.S. lL open the letter to say that the bill was immediately 
sent to the senate and was read a first and second and third 
time by special order, and unanimously passed, If is now a 
law. 

The following was the vote upon the question: 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 

Yeas—Messrs. Gantt, speaker, Heard, Fowler, Dankinson, 
Carroll, of St. Mary’s, Iglehart, Mercer, Kent, Weems, Mer- 
rick, Carpenter, Dulany, Winder, Hambleton, Dudley, Braff, 
Mullikin, Jones, Dennis, Ford, Bayly, Townsend, Pratt, Bryan, 
Brewer, Duckett, Hemsley, Spence, Whitelock, Hearn, Gilles, 
Williss, Annan, Duvall, Shriver, Gough, Carter, Turner, Bur- 
ehenal, Hardcastle, Wharton, MeMahon—42. 

Nays—Messrs. Primrose, Kirby,of Kent, Miller, Hood, 
Wailes, Durke, Ely, Brown, Carroll, of Balt. co. Long, Teackle, 
McCullough, Nowland, Henderson, Palmer, Kirby, of Queen 
Anne, Boyd, Sutton, Nelson, Richardson, McLean, Newcomer, 
Brovkhart, Fiery, Beam, Matthews, Berry, Frantz—2e, 

SENATE. 

VYeras—Messrs, Hughlett, president, Claude, Mayer, Mont- 
gomery, Osborne, Pigman, Sappington, Wilson, Wootton—9. 

Nays—None. Mr. Morris excused from voting. i 

The indemnity bill is to compensate the owners of pro- 
perty destroyed by the mobs in this city in August last— 
the amount of which will be about 150,000 dollars—and 
the means are these: the state holds the receipts from 
the auction duties, (collected in Baltimore); but, so hold- 
ing, has heretofore appropriated, to the use of the city, 
a large proportion of the proceeds thereof, for the pur- 
pose of deepening and preserving the harbor of the city; 
and it is out of this appropriation that the ‘‘indemnity” 
is to be paid. It is, therefore, virtually an additional tax 
on the tax payers of Baltimore, until the amount of the 
“indemnity” is satisfied. —But the auction duties may 
be secured to the city in perpetuity, by paying the ‘‘in- 
demnity” within two years. 
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LAW OF MARYLAND. 

The fe'lowing bili has passed both bouses of the legislatuy, 
and is, therefore, the law of the siate: 
AN ACT RELATING TO RIOTS. 

‘Sec. 1, Be it enacted by the genecai assembly of Maryland, that 
from and after the passage of this act, if ip any county Or incorps, 
rated town or city Of this state, any chureli, chapel or COVER 
any dwelling house, any house used or designated by any pe hy 
son or any body politic Of Corporate as a place for the transac. 
lion of business, or deposite of property, any ship, ship yards 
or lumber yard, any barn, stable, or other out house, or any ar. 
ticles Of personal property, shall be injured or destroyed, o; if 
any property therein or thereon shall be taken away, injures 
or destroyed by any riotous or tumultuous assemblage of people 
the full amount of the damage so done shall be recoverable jy 
the sufferer or sufferers by suit at law agaist the eounty, tow; 
or City, Withini Whose jurisdiction such riots or tumult occurred. 
provided, however, that no such liability shall be incurred by 
such county, incorporated town, or city, unless the authorities 
thereof, shall have had good reason to believe that such riot o; 
tumultuous assemblage Was about to take place, or having 
taken place should have had notice of the same in time to pre- 
vent the said injury or destruction either by their own police 
or with the aid of the citizens of such county, town or city, it 
being the intention of this act, that no such liability, shall be 
devolved on such county, town or city, unless the authorities 
thereof having notice, have also the ability of themselves, or 
with their Own citizens, to prevent said injury—provided fur. 
ther, that in no case shall indemnity be received, where it shai) 
be satisfactorily proved that the civil authorities, and citizens 
of said couuty, town or city, When called on by the Civil av- 
thorities thereof, have used all reasonable diligence, and all the 
powers entrusted to them for the prevention or suppression of 
sueh rioters or unlawful assemblages, 

Sec. 2. And beit enacted, that in any suit instituted under this 
act, the plaintiff or plaintifis may declare generally and give the 
special matter in evidence. 

~~ 9B Bene 
CONSTITUTION OF ARKANSAS, 

Arkansas being about to become a state, has already furnish- 
ed herself with a constitution. We find the following synopsis 
of its contents in the New York Times: 

“Every free white male citizen of the United States, who 
shall have been a citizen of the state for six months, shall be 
deemed a qualified elector. Members of the house of repre- 
sentatives are to be elected for two years, members of the se- 
nate for four. The general assembly shall meet every two 
years. All general elections are to be viva voce. In the prose- 
culiou Of slaves for any crime, they shall have an impartial 
trial by jury. Any slave convicted of a capital offence, shall 
suffer the same degree of punishment as would be snuflicted on a 


free white person, and no other, and courts of justice before whom 


slaves shall be tried, shall assign them counsel for their defence. 
The senate ahall never consist of iess than seventeen, nor 
inore than thirty-three members. The house of representa- 
tives shall consist of not less than fifty-four, nor more than one 
hundred representatives. The governor is to hold his office for 
four years, but shall not be eligible for more than eight years in 
any period of twelve years. ‘lhe judicial power is vested in a 
supreme court, Circuit courts, county courts, and justices of the 
peace. The supreme courtis to consist of three judges. [ts 
jurisdiction shall be appellate. The official term of the judges 
of the supreme court is eight years, of the judges of the circuit 
court, four years. The judges of the supreme and circuit eourts 
are to be chosen by the generalassembly. Justices of the peace 
are to be elected by the people, and their term of office is two 
years—judges of the county courts are to be chosen by justices 
of the peace. The legislature shall have no power to emanci- 
pate slaves without the consent of their owners. No lotteries 
shall be established, nor the sale of lottery tickets allowed. 
The person of a debtor shall not be imprisoned except where 
there is a strong presumption of fraud. The legislature may 
establish one state bank with branches, and one banking inst- 
tution to promote the agricultural interests of the country.’’ 
®t 
PENNSYLVANIA—SINKING FUND. 

In the house of representatives of this state on Tuesday, Mr. 
J. Krause reported the following bill: 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A SINKING FUND. 

Seetion 1. Be it enacted, &c. That the annual sum of thiree 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated year 
ly to constitute a sinking fund for the extinguishment of the pub 
lic debt of this commonwealth, which sum is placed under the 
direction of the state treasurer and auditor general, whe are 
hereby constituted commissioners of the said sinking fund, an‘ 
the said sum shal! be paid out of any moneys which may '6 
main in the treasury after the payment of the interest on thi 
said debt, and satisfying the purposes for which appropriations 
shall have been made by law; and together with any other mo 
neys which may be hereafter specifically appropriated to, of 
vested in said sinking fund, shall be applied by the said eom- 
missioners to the purchase or reimbursement ef the principal 0! 
ihe said debt, and paymentof the necessary charges thereon; 
and the eaid commissioners shall, with the approbation of ihe 
governor, cause the said purchase or reimbursement, to be 
made in such manner and under such regulations, as shall a) 
pear to them best ealeulated to fulfil the intention of this ac! 
and do equel justice to the public creditors, 
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| wHICH PASSED AGAINST THE PROTEST OF TWENTY MEMBERS 


q ; adopted by that body on the 28th March, 1834, in the following 
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| Section 2. The revenues of this commonwealth, which may 
| pereafier accrue, and shall not have been otherwise appropriat- 
< ed or pledged, shall become vested in the sinking fund; and | 
bs whenever in addition thereto there shall be in any year a sure | 
> plus of money in the treasury, above the sutns rr quired for the 
© service of such year, the payment of which to the sinking fund, 
> will yetleave im the treasury a balance at ese 

ee then such surplus shall become vested in the sinking fund, to 
- be paid at such times as the situation of the treasury and the 
© demands upon it will best permit, to be applied as aforesaid, and 
the commissioners of the sinking fund shall report to the legis- 
 jature at the commencement of each session, an account of all 
the purchases made and public debt redeemed, in pursuance ol 
ES this act. ; 

' section 3. If the present or any future session of congress 
% shall make a distribution of the surplus revenue among the se- 
~ yeral states, the amount which the state of Pennsylvania would 
in that event be entitled to, be, and the same is hereby vested 


4 in said fund, to be applied as is directed by this act. 
= sh OR Btewe— 
THE TENNESSEE RESOLUTIONS, 


Fa 


Te 


OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

‘Resolved, That it is the Opinion of tie general assembly of 
the state of Tennessee, that the resolution of censure intro- 
duced by Mr. Clay, in the senate of the United States, and 


| words: ‘Resolved, That the president in the late executive pro- 
ceedings in relation to the public revenue, has assumed upon 
himself authority and power not conferred by the constitution 
and laws, but in derogation of both,’ was not unconstitutional, 
put within the legitimate exercise of their powers, and the free- 
dom of debate. 

‘Resolved, That it is the opinion of this general assembly, 
that it is not constitutional to expunge the said resolutions from 
the journals of the senate, but said process would violate that 
provision of the constitution of the U. States which requires 
that each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
from time to time publish the same, except such parts as may 
in their judgment require secrecy, and the yeas and nays of the 
members of either house on any question, shall, at the desire of 
one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal.’ 

‘Resolved, That it is the opinion of this general assembly, 
that expunging means blotting out and destruction of the re 
cord, and that to instruct to draw black lines, is but a subter- 
fuge, and unbecoming the consideration of the senate. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this general assembly, that 
the said resolution of censure passed upon the president of the 
United States, was wrong, uncalled for, and unjustifiable, and 
that we have full confidence, that our senator Hugh L. White, 
will use every constitutional effort in his power to cause said 
resolution of censure to be rescinded, and do that justice to the 
president, which has been denied him, and that itis wholly un- 
necessary to instruct him to do that, whieh he has always said 
he was willing to do.”’ 


ee Bee 
VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS OF 1834. 

The legislature of that period, says the ‘Richmond Whig,” 
passed the following resolutions by a majority exceeding two to 
one. 

“1, Resolved by the general assembly, Tivat the recent act of 
the president of the United States, exerting a control over the 
publie deposites, by causing them to be withheld and with- 
drawn, on his own responsibility, from the United States dank, 
in which they had been ordered to be placed by the act of con- 
gress chartering the said bank, is, in the judgment of the gene- 
ral assembly, a dangerous and alarming assumption of power by 
that officer which cannot be too strongly condemned. 

2. Resolved, That while the general assembly will ever be 
ready to sustain the president in the exercise of all such powers 
as the constitution has confided to him, they, nevertheless, can- 
not but regard with apprehension and distrust the disposition to 
extend his official authority beyond its just and proper limits, 
which he has so clearly manifested in his recent interference 
with the treasury department of the federal government in the 
exercise of a sound discretion which congress has eonfided to 
the head of that department alone. 

‘3. Resolved, That our senators in congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions 
to procure the adoption, by congress, of proper measures for 
restoring the public moneys to the bank of the United States, 
Or, at least, for causing them to be deposited therein for the fu- 
ture, according to the direction and stipulation of the act of 
¢ongress chartering the said bank, if at the time of their action 
On the subject, said bank be, in their opinion, a safe depository 
of the public treasure. 

4, Resolved, That the general assembly cannot recognise as 
constitutional the power which has been claimed by congress 
to establish a United States bank, because, in the opinion of 
the general assembly, as they have heretofore solemnly declar- 


—— ~-—- - - —— 


*§, Resolved, That the governor of the commonwealth be re- 
quested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to each of our 
senators aud representatives in the congress of the United 
States.?? 

—— eB ED Dito 
COMMONWEALTH’ OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
The special joint committee, appointed to investigate the do- 
jogs of any or all the bauks in the commonwealth, having 
considered the instructions given them by the legislature, on 
the recommitment of their first report, as to What further le- 
gislation may be necessary on the subject matter thereof, re- 
specttully 

REPORT: 

That on mature consideration of the facts, developed by their 
investigation your committee are of opinion, that sundry banks 
have committed gross, and palpable violations of the laws. It 
wil! not be denied, that itis of vital importance, both to the go- 
vernment, and to the people, that the supremacy of the laws 
should be maintained. [f it be so important, as between the 
government and its private citizens, bow immensely important 
is it, as between the government and its corporations, the crea- 
tures of its bounty? Misconstructions of doubttul provisions, 
and violations of loosely defined enactments, are not only par- 
donable, but in some instances justifiable. The deliberate in- 
fraction, however, of a law clearly expressed, and conzistent 
in its provisions, can never be justified by a plea of ignorance, 
Or misapprehension of its purport. A statute, that is so plain 
in its provisions, as to be understood and construed alike, by 
the mass of nen, can never be made to palliate its own viola- 
tions by those whose interest it may be, to misconstrue or mis- 
apprehend it. The laws relating to banks and banking, we ap- 
prebend are of this character, ‘Their provisions are so explicit, 
and the language in which they are clothed, so precise and de- 
finite, that itis almost impossible for ingenvous minds to differ, 
as to their true intent and meaning. We are constrained to 
believe, therefore, that if they lave been violated, the violation 
has been deliberate and intentional, 

That the law egainst usury has been violated by some of the 
banks, We cannot doubt, and we can as little doubt, that the 
violation was eommitted with full knowledge of the laws. 
The circumstances, proved in the case, force this couclusion 
upon us. Why was all this machinery employed to effect an 
object, that could be much more easily attained in the ordinary 
way, Unless the agents of its introduction were satisfied, that 
the object aimed at was illegal? Why pursue this circuitous 
course to obtain more than six per cent. interest, unless they 
knew sach interest to be unlawful?) More thap six per cent. is 
admitted by some of the banks to have been taken. Whether 
it were obtained by direct or indirect means, by premiums on 
checks paid for notes discounted, or by a greater actual dis- 
count than six percent. can make no difference, as tie law 
equally prohibits both means of obtaining it. This resort, then, 
to these expedients, novel and ingenious as they are, satisfies 
| your committee beyond a reasonable doubt, that the law was 
understood, and that these expedients were adopted for the 
very purpose of evading its well known provisions. Being 
thus persuaded, we can find no sufficient justification for the 
delinquents, nor can we discover any good reason, (and we 
have anxiously sought for it), why the government should, 
again, forbear to enforce the sanctions of its violated laws. 

The best good of corporations, especially of banking institu- 
tions, as well as the public weal, seems to require at the hands 
of the government, an admonitory example. A war is already 
begun, and vigorously carried on against corporations. This 
hostility may have been occasioned, in part, by their usurpa- 
tion of powers and privileges, not delegated tothem. It is for 
their goou, therefore, that they should be strictly restrained and 
circumscribed by the limits of their charters. And how ean 
the government command the respect of its citizens unless it 
respect itself, and meet with just and reasonable severities, 
wanton infractions of its laws? The committee are of opinion, 
that the public good, and the best interests of corporations, and 
the common sentiment, concur in imposing upon them, the 
unpleasant duty of recommending to the legislature, further 
prosecution of certain banks. 

We are not disposed to be vindictive, nor do we believe that 
the public weal would be promoted, by pursuing all the banks, 
which may have, more or less, trawsgressed. The government 
must maintain its dignity, the people demand a redress of 
grievances, corporations require reform. These objects can be 
as well accomplished, in the opinion of your committee, by se- 
lecting, for further investigation, and for final remedies, some 
few prominent cases, as by pursuing the whole, and graduating 
penalties to the degrees of their several transgressions. 

Having arrived at these conclusions, with great unanimity, 
your committee present the four following named banks, as 
proper subjects for further proceedings. Our great difficulty in 
making this selection, has been, not to determine what banks 
should be further prosecuted, hut, chiefly, in deciding what ones 
should be left unprosecuted, We regard several of them not re- 
ported, as deserving especial censure, and unless there should 


ed, that power is not given to congress by the constitution of | be immediate and thorough reform, in all objectionable praeti- 


the United States. 

5. Resolved, That the general assembly do not intend by the 
declaration of their opinion in regard to the uneonstitutionality 
of the bank of the United States, to qualify, or in any manner 
to impair, the foree of their disapprebation of the withholding 


ces, it may hereafter be expedient to introduce them to the 
more particular notice of the legislature. 

Your eommittee present, as worthy of further proeeedings, 
the New England bank, the City bank, and the State bank, in 
Boston, and the People’s bank, in Rexbury; and do respectful- 





and withdrawing of the public deposites. 


ly recommend to the legislature, tiiat they be severally proceed- 
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ed against, according to the provisions of the 17th sec. 96th 
chapter of the statutes of the year 1828, 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


By orderd of the com- 
mittee, 


M. LAWRENCE, 
= OO Oe 
THE DEPOSITE BANKS. 

The report of the state of the deposiie banks, being made on 
the 16th inst. 

Mr. Webster, in support of his motion to print 3,000 extra 
copies of the statement of the affairs of the deposite ban Ks, said 
in the senate— 

Inu making this motion Mr, Webster, called the attention of 
the senate to the document from the treasury, showing the 
state of the deposite banks at the latest dates. He quoted from 
the tabular statement some of the leading facts. The immedi- 
ate liabilities of the banks amounted, it appeared, to nearly 
seventy-two millions of dollars, viz: the public deposites, 
$30,678,879 91; the private deposites, $15,043,033 64; the bills 
in circulation, $26,243,688 36. 

The amount of specie held by these banks, it further appear- 
ed, was $10,198,659 24, that is to say, there is less than one 
dollar specie for six dollars debt; and there is due to the go- 
vernment by those banks more than three times the amount of 
all the specie. 

There are other items (said he) which swell the amounts on 
each side, such as debts due to banks, and debts due from 
banks. But these are only equalling quantities, and of no mo- 
ment in the view I am taking of the question. 

Among the means of these deposite banks I see an item of 
‘other investments’? of no less amount than $8,777,228 79. 
What is meant by these ‘‘other investments,”? I am not inform- 
ed. I wish for light. I have my suspicions, but I have no 
proofs, sir, look at the reported state of the Farmers and Me- 
chanics’ bank of Michigan, the last in the list. The capital of 
that bank is only $150,000. Its portion of the public deposites 
is no less a sum than 784,764 75. Now, sir, where is the money. 
It is not in specie in the bank itself, for its specie is only 
$51,011 95—all its discounts, loans, &c. are only $500,000 or 
thereabouts; where is the money. Why wesee where it is; it is 
included on the item due from banks 678,766 37. What banks 
have got this? On what terms do they take it? Do they give 
interest for it? Isitin the deposite banks in the great cities? 
and does this make a part of the other liabilities of these de- 
posite banks in the cities? Now, this is one question: what are 
these other liabilities? But, as to these ‘‘other investments,”’ 
I say again [ wish to know whattheyare. Besides real estate, 
loans, discount and exchange, [ beg to know what other in- 
vestments banks usually make. 


In my Opinion, sir, the present system now begins to de- 
velope itself. We see what a complication of private and pe- 
euniary interests have thus wound themselves around our 
finances. While the present state of things continues, or as it 
goes on, there will be no lack of ardor in opposing the land bill 
or any other proposition for distributing or effectually using the 
public money while this state of things exists, or as it goes on. 

We have certainly arrived at a very extraordinary Crisis: a 
erisis whieh we musi not trifle with. The accumulation of 
revenue must be prevented. Every wise politician will set 
that down as a cardinal maxim. How can it be prevented. 
Fortifications will not doit. This I am perfectly persuaded of. 
I shall vote for every part and parcel of the fortification bill, 
reported by the military committee. And yet I am sure that, if 
that bill should pass into a law, it would not absorb the revenue, 
or sufficiently diminish its amount. Internal improvements 
cannot absorb it: these useful channels are blocked up by ve- 
toes. 

How, then, is this revenue to be disposed of? I put this 
question seriously to all those who are inclined to oppose the 
land bill now before the senate. 

Sir, look to the future, and see what will be the state of things 
nextautumn. The accumulation of revenue may then proba- 
bly be near fifty millions; an amount equal, perhaps, to the whole 
amount of specie, in the country. What a state of things is 
that! Every dollar in the country the property of government! 

Again sir; are gentlemen satisfied with the preseat condition 
of the public money in regard to its safety? Is that condition 
safe, commendable and proper? —The member from South Ca- 
rolina has brought in a bill to regulate these deposite banks. I 
hope he will call it up, that we may at least have an opporta- 
nity of showing for ourselves what we think the exigency re- 
guires. 

[{iG-See the tabular statement, page 72. 


Beer 
THE “EXPUNGING” RESOLUTION. 

On Wednesday, tne 16th, Mr. Benton offered to the senate, 
the following preamble and resolution— 

Whereas, on the twenty-sixth of December, 1833, the follow- 
ing resolve was moved in the senate: 

**Resolved, By dismissing the late secretary of the treasury, 
because he would not, contrary to his own sense of duty, re- 
move the money of the United States in deposite with the bank 
of the United States and its branches, in conformity with the 
president’s Opinion, and by appointing his successor to effect 
gsueh removal, which has been done, the president has assumed 
an exercise of power over the treasury of the United States 
not granted him by the constitution and laws and dangerous to 


i a 

Which proposed resolve was altered and changed by th,» 
mover thereof on the 28th March, 1834, so as to read as follows. 

* Resolved, ‘That in taking upon himself the responsibility o¢ 
removing the deposite of the public money from the bank og 
the United States, the president of the United States has ag. 
sumed an exercise of power over the treasury of the United 
States, not granted to him by the constituuon and jaws, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the people.’? 

Whieh resolve, so changed and modified by the mover there. 
of, on the same day and year last mentioned, was further ag). 
tered so as to read in these words: 

‘Resolved, That the president, in the late executive proceed. 
ings in relation to the revenue, has assumed upon bimself ay. 
thority and power not conferred by the constitution and laws, 
but in derogation of both.’? 

In which last mentioned form the said resolve, on the same 
day and year last mentioned, was adopted by the senate, and 
became the actand judgment of that body; and, as such, now 
remains upon the journal thereot: 

And whereas the said resolve was irregularly, illegally, and 
unconstitutionally adopted by the senate in violation of the 
rights of defence which belong to every citizen, and in sub- 
version of the fundamental principles of law and justice; be- 
cause president Jackson was thereby adjudged and pronounced 
to be guilty of an impeachable offence, and a stigma placed 
upon him as a violator of his oath of office, and of the laws 
and the constitution which he was sworn to preserve, protect 
and defend, without going through the forms of an impeach- 
ment, and without allowing to him the benefits of a trial, or 
the means of defence: 

And whereas, the said resolve,in all its variousshapes and 
forms, was unfounded and erroneous in point of fact, and 
therefore unjust and unrighteous, as well as irregular and un- 
constitutional, because the said president Jackson, neither in 
the act of dismissing Mr. Duane, nor in the appointment of 
Mr. Taney, as specified in the first form of the resolve, ner in 
taking upon himself the responsibility of removing the public 
deposites, as specified in the second form of the samme resolve, 
nor in any act which was then or can now be specified under 
the vague and ambiguous terms of the general denunciation 
contained in the third and last form of the resolve, did do, or 
commit, any actin violation orin derogation of the laws and 
constitution, or dangerous to the liberties of the people: 

And whereas, the said resolve, as adopted, was uncertain 
and ambiguous, containing nothing but a loose and floating 
charge for derogating from the laws and constitution, and as- 
suming ungranted power and authority in the late executive 
proceedings in relation to the public revenue, without specifying 
what part of the executive proceedings, or what part of the 
public revenue was intended to be referred to, or what parts of 
the laws and constitution were supposed to have been infringed, 
or in what part ofthe union, or at what period of his administra- 
tion, these late proceedings were supposed to have taken place, 
thereby putting each senator at liberty to vote in favor of the 
resolve upon a separate and secret reason of his own, and 
leaving the ground of the senate’s judgment to be guessed at 
by the public, and to be differently and diversely interpreted by 
individual senators, according to the private and particular un- 
derstanding of each, contrary to all the ends of justice, and to 
all the forms of legal or judicial proceedings—to the great pre- 
judice of the accused, who could not know against what to 
defend himself, and to the loss of senatorial responsibility, by 
shielding senators from public accountability for making up a 
judgment upon grounds which the public cannot know, and 
which, if known, might prove to be insufficient in law or un- 
founded in fact: 


ind whereas, the specifications contained in the first and 
second forms of the resolve having been objected to in debate, 
and shown to be insufficient to sustain the charges they were ad- 
duced to support, and it being well believed that no majority 
could be obtained to vote for the said specifications, and the 
same having been actually withdrawn by the mover, in the face 
of the whole senate, in consequence of such objection and belief; 
and before any vote was taken thereupon, the said specifica- 
tions could not afterwards be admitted by any rule of par- 
liamentary practice or by any principle of legal implication, 
secret intendment, or mental reservation, to remain and con- 
tinue a part of the written and public resolve from which 
they were withdrawn; and if could be so admitted, they would 
not be sufficient to sustain the charges therein contained: 
And whereas, the senate being the constitutional tribunal for 
the trial of the president, when charged by the house of re- 
presentatives with offences against the laws and constitution, 
the adoption of the said resolve before any impeachment pre- 
ferred by the house, was a breach of the privileges of the 
house, a violation of the constitution, a subversion of justice, 
a prejudication of a question which might legally come before 
the senate, and a disqualification of that body to perform its 
constitutional duty with fairness and impartiality, if the presi- 
dent should thereafter be regularly impeached by the house 
of representatives for the same offence: 

And whereas, the temperate, respectful and argumentative 
defence and protest of the president against the aforesaid pro- 
ceedings by the senate, was rejected and repulsed by that 
body, and was voted to be a breach of its privileges, and was 
not permitted to be entered on its journal or printed among its 
documents, while all memorials, petitions, resolves and re- 





the liberties of the people.”’ 


monstrances against the president, however violent or un- 
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> founded, and calculated to inflame the people against him, 
were duly and honorably received, encomiastically commented 
3 upon i speeches read at the table, ordered to be printed with 
© the long list Of names attached, referred to the finance com- 
© mittee for consideration, filed away among the public archives, 
> and now constitute a part of the public documents of the se- 
> pate, to be handed down to the latest posterity: 

| And whereas, the said resolve was introduced, debated and 


> adopted at a time and under circumstances which had the 


> effect of co-operating with the bank of the United States, in the 
P vparricidal attempt which that institution was then making te 
z janie and pressure in the country, to destroy the confidence 
FP of the people in president Jackson, to paralyze his adiministra- 


-. 
— tion, 


to govern the election, to bankrupt state banks, ruin 
their currency, fill the whole union with terror and distress, 


- thel 


; and thereby to extort from the suffering aud the alarm of the 
« people the restoration Of the deposites, and the renewal of its 


» charter: : : , 
And whereas, the said resolve is of evil example and danger- 


' ous precedent, and should never have been received, debated 


or adopted by the senate, or admitted to entry upon its journal: 


| wherefore, 


Resolved, That the said resolve be expunged from the journal; 
and, for that purpose, that the secretary of the senate, at such 


time as the senate shall appoint, shall bring the manuscript 
journal of the session of 1833-'4 into the senate, and in the pre- 
F sence of the senate, draw black lines round the said resolve, 
' and write across the face thereof,in strong letters, the follow- 
- ing words: **Expunged, by order of the senate, this day of —, in 
| the year of our Lord 1836.” 


LETTER FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT, 
In answer to a resolution of the senate, calling for information 
concerning the Indian tribes, ¥c. 
War department, March 8, 1836. 
Sir: In conformity with a resolution of the senate, of the 2d 
ultimo, | have the honor, herewith, to transmit a tabular state- 
ment, giving the information called for respecting the number 


and situation of the Indians upon the frontiers of the United 


States, so far as this department can furnish it, and a report 
from major general Macomb, containing a plan for an increase 
of the numerical strength of the army accompanied by tables, 
showing the positions now occupied by it, the number to which 
itis proposed to increase it, its distribution, should such an 
increase take place, and the additional expense which will 
attend the measure. 

Itis, of course, impracticable to furnish any thing like ac- 
curate information concerning the number of Indians. All that 
can be expected is such an approximation towards the truth 
as our means of cemmunication with them will permit. The 
population of those tribes which are in contact with our set- 
tlements, and more particularly of those to Whom annuities are | 
paid, may be estimated with considerable probability. But all 
computations of this nature, respecting the remote and wander- 
ing tribes, must be received with much doubt. 

It appears, as a general result, from this statement, that about 
31,000 Indians have removed from the eastern to the western 
side of the Mississippi river, and that about 72,000 yet remain 
tobe removed. With a majority of the latter, treaty stipula- 
tions already exist for their removal, or for such arrangements 
as will necessarily lead toit. And there is little doubt but that 
nearly allof them will, within a few years, quit their present 
residences, and withdraw to the country west of Missouri and 
Arkansas. I would remark here, that this statement shows an 
increase of about 10,000 over the tables heretofore prepared at 
this department upon this subject. This increase vas been oc- 
casioned by a census recently taken of the eastern Clierokees, 
and which shows the population of those Indians to be about 
18,000. itis estimated that the indigenous tribes of the region 
between the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains amount to 
about 150,000. These, added to the emigrants already remov- 
ed, will make upwards of 181,000; and when all the tribes are 
removed, there will be an aggregate Indian population in that 
country of more than 250,000. This, it will be observed, is 
independent of the Indians upon the peninsula of Michigan, 
upon the shores of Lake Huron and Lake Superior, upon the 
northern coast of Lake Michigan, and of the various bands of 
the great Chippewa family, occupying the regions south of Lake 
Superior, and upon the heads of the Mississippi. Much of this 
country is of such a character that we cannotlook forward to 
any reasonable time within which all these Indians will be 
required to emigrate. Those, however, in the peninsula of 
Michigan, will, no doubt, remove within a few years, and will 
still further increase the aggregate of the Indian population in 
the west. 

Itis difficult, from the mode of life, and consequent dispers- 
ed condition of the Indians, to state their positions accurately, 
With relation to the inland frontier of the United States, ex- 
teuding from Arkansas to Maine. Beginning, however, at Red 
River, it will be found thatalmost all this force is in contaet, or 
may be in communication with the western and north western 
frontier of the United States. The [Indians are very sparecely 
Scattered along the shore of Lake Superior and towards the 
sources of the Mississippi. The Chippewas and Sioux, ex- 
tensive families, and separated into many bands, divide those 
regions among them. ‘These Indians are brought into contaet 
upon the Mississippi, about the falls of St. Anthony. And as 





feuds have existed between them for ages, they frequently 
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send war parties against each other, and, by this means, out- 
rages have been committed upon our citizens. This state of 
things tenders Fort Snelling, at the mouth of the St. Peter’s an 
lmportant point. 

It will be seen, by the tabular statement, that the Indians in 
the state of New York sre supposed to be about 4,000. But 
this department has not the means of ascertaining, with any 
precision, the number upon the north eastern fronuer in the 
state of Maine. They have generally been computed in the 
statistical tables at about 1,000. 

The statements berewith furnished embrace all the tribes 
who now occupy, or who itis supposed willoccupy, the coun- 
try west of the Mississippi, and extending to the Rocky Moun- 
tains. It may be safely estimated that this amount of Indian 
population can furnish 15,000 warriors, who may be considered 
so nearly in contact with our settlements, as to render them 
atall times dangerous neighbors, unless kept in eheck by a 
proper disposition of our military force; and itis probable that 
double that number could be supplied, if any circumstances 
should oceasion a general war in that region, in which the 
Indians could be brought to unite. Such a result, however, is 
altogether improbable, as many of these tribes are hereditary 
enemies, and are in a constant state of hostilities with one 
another. And, from the dispersed condition of the Indians, 
as Well as from their habits and the nature of their institutions, 
a general coalition is not to be anticipated. Nor, indeed, if it 
existed, could such a force be collected and bronght to act 
together. Still, however, it is obvious that even now there 
is upon our western frontier a large force, which has been 
augmented, and is yet augmenting, by the action of the go- 
vernment, and upon whose peaceable or friendly disposition 
no reliance can be placed, And the scenes whieh are now 
going on in Florida, and those which have frequently taken 
place elsewhere, show that the Indians are totally ignorant of 
theirown relative strength and that of the Umited States, or 
that, ina moment of impulse, they are totally indifferent to it. 
A just regard tothe tranquillity of an important section of 
the union requires that measures should be permanently adopt- 
ed for preventing a renewal of those predatory incursions which 
have occasioned so much loss of life and property. 

In further obedience to the resolution of the senate, I have 
the honor to report that I consider the ‘‘present military force 
of the United States” insufficient ‘to garrison the fortifica- 
tions of the seabord, and at the same time give protection to 
the inhabitants residing in the states and territories bordering 
on the Indian frontier.?? 

The aggregate number of the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians and privates of the army, according to the existing laws, 
is 6,301. This is exclusive of the men engaged in the ordnance 
service, Who are principally artificers, and are employed in 
duties relating to the custedy, preservation, repairs, &c. of 
the public arms. Owing, however, to sickness, to occasional 
absence, and to the time lost in recruiting and in marching to 
join their respective corps, as well as to other causes, the ac- 
tual disposable strength does not average more than 5,260. 
This is now organised into one regiment of dragoons, four re- 
viments of artillery, and seven regiments of infantry, occupying 
fifty-three stations, extending along the whole frontier of the U. 
States, inland and Atlantic. If equally divided, the force ae- 
tually in service would allow to each post a little less than one 
hundred effective men. 

Extensive and permanent fortifications have been construct- 
ed upon the seabord, and it seems to be generally conceded 
that Our most important points of communication with the 
ocean should be gradually rendered secure by similar works 
against the advance of an enemy. These forts,as they are 
finished, should be occupied by troops not only to prevent 
such insults and injuries as large commercial places are expos- 
ed to, whose approaches are not sufficiently guarded, but also 
to keep the works in a proper state of preservation. These 
duties, it is believed, will require the artillery force proposed 
to be maintained. Experience has shown that we are perpe- 
tually liable to occurrences which demand the concentration 
and movement of the troops. Whenever these happen, the 
positions occupied must remain defenceless, unless a greater 
force is raised. This is now the state of things along almost all 
our Atlantic border. 

With respect to the inland frontier, circumstances of a still 
more imperative character require an augmentation of the 
army. Events have shown that our force in that quarter is net 
sufficient to keep the Indians in check. Disturbances are con- 
tinually occurring at comparatively short intervals, some of 
which terminate merely by alarming and agitating the country, 
while others lead to hostilities, more or less extensive. On 
these oceasions, the regular troops are collected from great dis- 
tances, anda militia force is usually called out. Heavy ex- 
penditures are the necessary consequences, besides the loss of 
property and derangement of business in the section of country 
where these troubles exist. Instead of having a force at ail 
times embodied, sufficient to overawe the Indians, or, if they 
commence hostilities, immediately to subdue them, much time 
is lost in the necessary arrangements, while the spirit of disaf- 
fection is spreading, and the hostile force becomes thus greatly 
increased. Within the last nine years we have had four diffi- 
culties of this nature: one with the Winnebagoes, two with the 
Sacs and Foxes, and one with the Florida Indians; whieh al- 
together have occasioned great loss of property, great derange- 
ment of business, a heavy expenditure of moncy, and much 
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ineonvenience in those portions of country affected by these 
troubles, and which furnished the militia whose services were 
required to aid the regular troops in their Operations. An aug- 
mentation of the army to a reasonable extent, if it did vot pre- 
vent these occurrences aliogetiier, would certainly render them 


Bid . Jess frequent, as well as less injurious and extensive. And 
a) “f this policy is not less bumane than useful. [tis far better, by 
} y the display of force, to render its actual employment unneces- 
beh: BE. sary, than it is to be compelled to resort to it, with all the usual 
if ; accompaniments of an Indian campaign. 


The army is so constituted that a very considerable addition 
may be made to its rank and file, with but little increase in the 
expense of the officers. Lt is proposed to augment its numeri- 
cal strength to 9.955; to leave the regiment of dragoons as it 
now is, ani so to distribute the additional force as to make five 
in regiments instead of four of artillery, and nine regiments in- 
a stead of seven of infantry. A regiment of artillery now con- 





ty a : 
Rae | tains 497 non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, 
, I a ek divided into vine Companies; and a regiment of infantry, ol4 
Bae * | non-commissioned Officers, musicians and privates, divided into 
Dae ten companies. The plan submitted proposes to add 2,052 nen 
aches | to the artillery, and 1,622 to the infantry, and to divide the re- 
i he giments of both aris tito cight Companies each, giving to each 
liv! e regiment of the former 804 non-commissioned officers, musi- 
4 Fre Cians aud privates, and to each regiment of the latter 580 non- 
He ee commissioned officers, musicians aud privates. This organiza- 
RY au i tion into companies will have the advantage of uniformity, and 


it is believed will be f4und more advantageous to the service 
than the existing one. The whole artillery force now autho- 
Hee EE rised by law is 1,928, and that of the infantry 3,593, which, 

ti with the addition proposed, will make the whole artillery force 
Hi 4,020, and the whole intantry force 5,220; thus raising the legal 
ef establishment of the army to 9,955. These numbers, it will 
be observed, are exclusive of the commissioned officers. By 
authorising the president to require one Of these regiments to 
do duty as riflemen, and one as light infantry, our military es- 





papinat? anced 


situations more efficient; and this might be done without any 
addition to the expense of maintaining the troops. 

The proposed augmentation of the non-commissioned offi- 
cers, privates and musicians, may be so distributed as not to re- 
guire any change in the number of the regiments, or in the 
grades of the officers, by simply adding a given number to each 
: company. The only advantage, however, of this plan over the 





expense, This consideration is always tmportant, aod when 
i not counterbalanced by other circumstances, should be deci- 
sive, 
; diture is not sufficient to outwergh the oiler advantages which 
are presented by the projet herewith submitied, 

It is proposed to reduce the number of second lheutenants 





an actual reduction of five in the existing establishment. sul 
as those who are added will be of higher grades, this arrange- 


’ as is shown by one of the accompanying tables. But it will 

give more efficiency by the increased rank, authority and expe- 
rience of the officers, while at the same time it will probably 
be found that the number of men proposed to be added to each 
regiment will be sufficiently great for the attention of all the 
Officers. It will also prevent, in some degree, that dispersion 
of the regiments, which is very injurious to our service, as it 
materially impairs the personal superintendence of the field offi- 
cers. These advantages will be greater as the sphere of com- 
mand is removed to the more remote frontiers, where circum- 
stances necessarily require higher responsibility and more ex- 
perience. 

All the information necessary to a full knowledge of the in- 
creased expense which will attend the addition herein proposed 
to the numerical strength of the army, will be found in the ac- 
eompanying tables. 

I beg leave to remark that the plan of organization above 
proposed proceeds upon the assumption that the whole foree of 
the non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates of the 
army will be about ten thousand. That is the smallest number 
which, under present circumstances, the public interests will, 
i in my judgment, allow. Should congress, however, think it 
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proper to add to that number, then IT would recommend that 
the infantry companies be placed upon the same establishment 
as the companies of artillery. This would render the organi- 
| zation uniform in all respects, and, from the casualties of the 


ment will occasion an increase in the annual expense of $8,573 | 


tablishment would be rendered more complete, and in some | 
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proposed one is, that it may be carried into effect ata little less | 
|} Omahas.., eee 
| Ofees and Missourias 
Sut l think thatin this ease the difference in the expen- | 


| Camanches.......00. 


from 142 to 112, making a diminution in that grade of thirty; | 
and at the same time to add twenty-five other officers, making | 











i service, would not probably give more than two-thirds of the 
a number for active field operations. Very respecifully your 
tg most obedient servant, LEW. CASS. 

i} Hon. M. Van Buren, president of the senate. 
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The recapitulation shows the number of Indians that will be 
between the frontier and the Rocky Mountains, after the emi- 
gration is completed. 
RECAPITULATION, 
Number of [ndians emigrated......cccccsccccccccesecs cdl 348 
Number of Indians to remove...........6. 72,181 


coe sesevssece f 
Number of Indians of the indigenous tribes............150,341 
Total ..ccccee vesccces ceee Did 810 
Probable distance on the map from Red river, at Fort Towson, 
to Fort Snelling. 





From Fort Towson to Fort Gibson 200 
‘¢ =6Fort Gibson to Fort Leavenworth 300 
‘© ~6Fort Leavenworth to Fort Snelling 400 

Total 900 


Probable distance from Fort Towson to Fort Crawford. 


From Fort Towson to Fort Leavenworth 500 
‘6 6Fort Leavenworth to Fort Des Moines 200 
‘© =Fort Des Moines to Fort Crawford 130 

Total 830 


Head quarters of the army, Washington, March 7, 1836. 
The hon. Lewis Cass, secretary of war: 

The undersigned, in conformity with the instructions of the 
secretary of war, to submit a project for augmenting the military 
establishment to ten thousand men, without inereasing the 
number of officers, has, after fully considering the subject, come 
to the following conclusion: 





*The number of Cherokees has been stated, in other eom- 
munications made the present session, at 8,000; the above num- 
ber ia taken from a census recently received, 
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The present establishment consists of 4 regiments of 
artillery, of 9 companies each, each company Ot 99 
men, making an aggregate in the 4 regiments, includ- 





5 ing the non-commissioned staff, of 1,988 
> 7regiments Of infantry, of 10 companies each, each com- 
| pany of 51 men, making an aggregate, in the 7 tegi- 

. . > 

> ments, including the non-commissioned staff, of 3,598 

» j regiment of dragoons, aggregate W195 

Aggregate of the army 6,301 


The organization of the regiments of artillery into nine com- 
anies is not convenient, nor do the four regiments furnish a 
sufficient number of companies for the seabord. It is therefore 
yroposed to add one regiment of artillery, and make each com- 
pany to consist of 100 men, instead of 59, as now organized, 
This organization will give a force of 4,020 non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, artificers and privates, in the artillery, as 
will be seen by the accompanying paper marked A. 

The organization of the infantry might also be improved, and 
the regiments rendered much more useful and efficient, by 
making each regiment to consist of eight companies instead of 


> ten, and by adding two regiments, to be armed as light infantry 


er riflemen, to consist also of eight companies each, which can 

be done by simply adding two companies to the infantry, there 

being at present seven regiments of infantry on the establish- 
ment, consisting of ten companies each, which give an aggre- 

By the addition of two companies, 

the required number of companies, to wit, seventy-two, will be 

obtained, to constitute nine regiments of eight companies each, 
and each company to consist of 72 non-commissioned officers 
and privates, making the whole of the infantry force 5,220 mea, 

as will be seen by paper marked B. 

The formation of regiments into eight companies is conform- 
able to Our estadlislied system of tactics, and is every way much 
more convenient for manceuvring than either a formation of 
nine or ten Companies, as is now the case with our artillery and 
infantry. A uniform organization into eight, both for artillery 
and infantry, is preferable and more systematic than the irregu- 
jar formations now existing in the regiments of those arms in 
our service, as shown above. 

If this Organization should be adopted, the military establish- 
ment would then consist of— 

5 regiments of artillery of 8 companies each, or 40 com- 
panies 100 strong, giving a force, including 20 non-com- 
missioned staff, of 

9 regiments of infantry, 8 companies each, each company 
72 men, making 72 companies, including 36 non-com- 


missioned staff, giving a force of 0,220) 
l regiment of dragoons (lo 
Making an aggregate of 9,990 


Although the number of regiments is increased by the pro- 
posed plan for augmenting the army to 9,955, the number of 
officers iz rather diminished than increased, as will appear by 
the toHowing statement: 

There are in the existing four regiments of artillery, 
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Aggregate of officers of artillery and infantry, as proposed 418 
Aggregate in the present establistiment.....scee-ceeeees 423 
Difference ...... ccccccesseces 5 

As the number of men in all the companies of infantry and 
‘ttillery is cousiderably increased, an additional number of 
'On-ecommissioned officers becomes indispensable. In lieu of 
‘N¢@ non-commissioned staff officer, heretofore denominated ser- 
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geant mojor of a regiment, it is proposed to substitute that of 
sub-adjutant, to have the rank pay, and emoluments of a cadet, 
With a suitable allowance of clothing, not exceeding the cost of 
that now allowed a sergeant major. ‘lo this otfice the sergeants 
may look as the reward Of merit, and as the stepping-stone to 
promotion of lieutenant. It will give great encouragement te 
the non-commissioned officers of companies, as well as the 
rauk and file, when they see before them a prospect of promo- 
tion to the rank of commissioned officer through the non-com- 
missioned staff. For the same purpose, and with a view to 
facilitate and distribute more_ properly the company duties, it 
is proposed, in the organization, that the first sergeant of each 
company be styled sergeant major, with the pay and allowances 
as now provided, which are somewhat greater than those al- 
lowed to other sergeants. His duties to the company are 
analogous to those of an adjutant of a regiment, he having to 
attend, under the direction of the captain, to all the company 
details as it regards the duties of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates, and the making out of reports, &c. To each 
company there is also provided a quarlermuster sergeant, an in- 
dispensable non-commissioned officer, Wiiose duty itis, under 
the direction of the captain, to take charge of the camp equi- 
page, spare arins, extra clothing, and other property belonging to 
the Company, and keep the accounts of them, as well as to at- 
tend to the distribution of the rations, straw, wood, &e. and on 
the march to take charge of the company baggage: his pay to 
be the same as that of the other sergeants. Im the French 
army these two non-commissioned officers are allowed to every 
company, under the tithe Of sergeant major aud fourrier. 
There is no service ins which these officers are more wanted 
than in Ours, because Our troops are frequently separated from 
their baggage; in marching through the wilderness, where it is 
imnpossible to transport it, and consequenily, obliged to be sent 
round to meet the troops, either by land or by water, when it is 
much exposed to be lost or damaged; and Uius the troops ar- 
riving atthe points where they may expect to meet their bag- 
gave, Without these officers to take charge of it, will be often 
disappointed, and sufier for ihe want of essential comforts. 
Although, according to the instructions of the secretary of 
War, the Organization bere proposed is limited to ten thousand 
men, and which may be considered as a minimum force for the 
purposes for which the army is intended, itis respectfully re- 
commended that, in order to have the amount of torce always 
effective, eighteen men be added to each company of infantry 











and artillery, which would increase the nominal foree to some- 
thing below éwelvethousand men; but owing to the factof the men 
being enlisted for only three years, the great distance the reeruits 
have generally to march, and the time consumed in joming the 
regiments On the frontiers, and the necessity of Keeping within 
the authorised numbers, it bardly can be expected that ten 
fhousaud would ever be exceeded, should congress au- 
thorise twelve thousand men, as here recommended. 

Upon a review of the fortifications which have been erected, 
and which are now in progress for ihe defence of the seacoast, 
itis found that there is a considerable deficiency of artillerists 
to serve the guns, and 16 guard and preserve the forts, as well 
asthe valuable property in them. tis therefore proposed, as 
above recommended, to augment the number of companies in 
the artillery from 36, as bow authorised, to 40. These compa- 
nies Of artillery itis proposed to distribute along the seabord, 
from Eastport, in Maine, to the delia of the Mississippi; and in 
order to show the proposed distribution, two tables are here 
annexed, marked C and D; that marked C shows how the ex- 
isting thirty-six companies may be most advantageously dispos 
ed of; and that marked D, how itis proposed to distribute the 
forty companies. Also, a list of forts on the seacoast, prepared 
by the adjutant general, marked E. 

The infantry force, with that of the regiment of dragoons, ia 
best adapted to the defenee of the frontiers, including the Gulf 
of Mexico. The present amount of infantry is not sufficient, 
in the opinion of the undersigned, to afford adequate protection 
to the inhabitants residing in the states and territories border- 
ing on our Indian and other frontiers, and guarding the arsenals 
in the southern and western states. 

If the project above recommended, of organizing the infan- 
try, as exhibited in paper marked B, be adopted, making the 
infantry consist of nine regiments, instead of seven, it is pro- 
posed that they be distributed on the frontiers and on the Gulf 
of Mexico, as shown in paper marked F, which organization 
and distribution, it is believed, will be the most effectual for 
maintaining the discipline of the army, and affording protection 
lo our extensive frontiers. 

Paper marked G contains a summary of the expense of the 
present and proposed regiments of artillery and infantry. 

Respectfully submitted, ALEX. MACOMB, 
major general, commanding-in-chief, 
a eM Bien 
MARYLAND. 
GREAT MEASURES PROPOSED. 
| Report of the committee of ways and means of the house of de- 
| legates of Maryland—made to the house March 9. 
The committee of ways and means have the honor to report 
| to the house of delegates, that they have carefully examined 
and considered the report of the treasurer of the Western 
| Shore, and particularly the estimate of receipts and expendi- 
tures, and are assured by them of adequate supplies to meet 
| the wants of the eurrent fiscal year. Whether a large addition 
| will not be made to the list, already formidable, of unproduc- 
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tive capital, and a large and increasing deficit of means to meet 
the engagements of the state, appal the eyes of our suecessors, 
must depend upon the wisdom and decision of the assembly 
now convened. Your committee, deeming it unnecessary to 
recapitulate or transpose what bas been set forth with adequate 
Clearness by the treasurer, proceed to spread before you the 
reflections and conclusions to which they bave been irre- 
sistibly led, upon the latter immeasureably more important 
inquiry. 

In approaching the consideration of the financial concerns of 
the state at the present session, the object towering above all 
Others and compelling alarmed attention, was the disclosure, 
that the estimates of the cost of completing the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal to Cumberland have preved largely inadequate. 
So large a portion of the state’s capital and credit have been 
embarked in ine construction cf rail roads and canals, that 
these works now constitute the leading feature of the fiscal 
policy of the state, an’ the duties of the committee of ways 
and means are necessarily mingled with, and must probably 
ever remain inseparable from those hitherto deemed more ex- 
elusively the province of the committee on internal improve- 
ments. Without further and liberal aid from the state, the pro- 
secution of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal must shortly 
cease—far short of the region which has always been regarded 
as the great source of its revenues, and the great inducement 
to its construction. Their work thus incomplete, that com- 
pany would possess but very small means of reimbursing the 
Joan which it has received from the state, or even of paying 
the annual interest upon it; while the large amount of stock 
previously subscribed for, would necessarily prove a total loss; 
and a resort to other means of maintaining the credit of the 
state, however painful, would prove inevitable. 

The committee has not thought proper further to pursue the 
train of inquiry indicated, because, however for a moment we 
may have been startled by the erroneous estimates of which 
we have spoken, to stop, with the work in its present condi- 
tion, is a thing not to be thought of. It must go on, and with 
unflinching energy, redeem itself. Its execution must furnich 
the ways and means of refunding the expenditure it has caused, 
and must yet occasion, and we are yet unshaken in the convic- 
tion, and rejoice in the full belief, that when completed to Cum- 
berland the transportation of the single article of coal will pro- 
duce a revenue more than sufficient for that purpose. Mary- 
land is, in every respect, most deeply concerned and responsi- 
ble for the result. The whole work being pledged in their 
hands, means to prosecute it can be obtained from no other 
quarter. Itis incumbent upon her to furnish them, and prompt- 
ly. The evil of delay will be felt by all, but as the largest con- 
tributor, on ber it will fail with the greatest severity. 

From these remarks it will be seen that your committee has 
not felt at liberty to pass by the subject of the investments of 
the state in internal improvements, but on the contrary have 
been necessitated to devote a large share of their reflections 
and deliberations to that absorbing topic, and in doing so have 
arrived at conclusions, which are now presented to the legista- 
ture, as to the mode in which alone those investments may be 
rendered safe and profitable, while the system is further and 
harmoniously extended, so as to produce the greatest good to 
the greatest number; develope the resources and augment the 
ecommerce, population and wealth of the state. 

The condition of the currency has not failed also to attract 
their careful attention. Maryland is a small and central state, 
surrounded by large and powerful communities, the movements 
and policy of which in relation to this subject, eannot fail to be 
felt throughout her borders, with an intensity little short of the 
results of her own legislation. It is therefore idle for her 
statesmen to think of regulating her course by abstract theo- 
ries: ‘he facts which surround us, force themseives into ob- 
servation, and by them we must be guided, or be made to bear 
the evils, while precluding our people from participation in the 
mixture of good with which the period seems fraught. 

The causes of the depressed value of large portions of the 
landed estates, and of the emigration of our people, are so in- 
timately connected with the subject of national wealth, that 
it was also to be expected of the committee that they would 
endeavor to investigate and suggest appropriate remedies for 
those evils. 


In the examination of the first of these topics, the internal 
improvement of the state, your committee have been obliged 
to consider it with reference toa general system. Without 
doing so, they found it impossible to recommend any measure, 
with a certainty that it would not be found ultimately, to be 
partial in its effects and liable to interfere with such enlarged 
scheme as the state, having in view the full development of its 
resources and the benefit of its citizens, might deem it just and 
expedient to adopt and prosecute. 

Your committee believe that the time for the adoption and 
prosecution of a general system has now fully arrived. It has 
been accelerated, not only by the partial action of Maryland 
heretofore upon the subject, but by the rapid steps that have 
been taken by neighboring states, with which she is in compe- 
tition for those ends that internal improvements are alone com- 
petent to attain. 

Your committee propose therefore to present to your eon- 
sideration their views with regard to the general system which 
they are of opinion should now be prosecuted by the legisla- 
ture—to show how far it has already been accomplished by ex- 
isting works—what new works are still required to perfect it 





in its principal features--how far pecuniary aid from the Stat 
is essential, and the mode in which that aid ought to be Tel. 
dered, 80 as to produce the greatest amuunt of benefit, wy 
at the same time it imposes, if possible, no burden upoy he 
people. : 

The system of improvements best suited to Maryland, is ren. 
dered simple by the peculiar features of her geography, anq ity 
chief lines are indicated by the Chesapeake bay and the great 
rivers which fall into it. Itshould be such a systein, that while 
it unites different and remote portions of the state, in the best 
and most eonvenient manner, would at the same time Connect 
the state with its neighbors, or more remote states, in the mode 
which, as far as possible, makes them through their wants and 
interests, contributors to its prosperity and increase. 

The principal line of the general system, which presents j,. 
self at once upon the inspection of the map of the state, is that 
which passes through it from its western to its eastern border 
along the valley of the Potomac, diverging to Baltimore, anj 
from thence, crossing the Susquehannah near its mouth, ang 
terminating at the Delaware boundary in the north east portiog 
of the state, in Cecil county. This line may be termed the 
axis of the system, and its extension beyond the limits of the 
state to the west, would reach Wheeling and Pittsburgh, from 
Which places there is little doubt, that it would be continued 
through Ohio to Meaumee bay, at the western extremity of 
Lake Erie; thence to be carried on to Michigan city and Chj. 
cago, at the head of Lake Michigan—and thence to Galena, on 
the waters of the upper Mississippi and Alton, at the mouth of 
the Missouri river. The eastern prolongation of the same line, 
would pass through Philadelphia, New York and Boston, and 
being thence carried to Belfast, in Maine, would in all proba. 
bility terminate on the St. Lawrence, in the neighborhood of 
Quebec. 


A portion of this line within the limits of Maryland, is a! 
ready the designated route of both the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal, and the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, which works, di- 
verging at the Point of Rooks, will again unite in the city of 
Baltimore, agreeably to the original intention of the legislature, 
as evinced by the acts of assembly of 1825 and 1826; the re. 
mainder of the line within the state, admits of both a rail road 
and canal communication, from Baltimore to the Susquehan- 
nah, and from thence to the eastern boundary of the state, of 
rail roads only. 

From the main line or axis, of the system thus described, 
there branches towar‘s the north a rail road from Baltimore to 
the Susquehannah above the Pennsylvania line, while a series 
of canals down that river meets the same line again near its 
mouth—another branch to the north should be one, which 
leaving the main line at Hagerstown, would unite with the rail 
road along the Cumberland valley in Pennsylvania. 

To the south of the main line, there should be a rail road 
from Elkton or its vicinity, passing near the heads of the rivers 
on the Eastern Shore, close to the Delaware boundary, and 
terminating by one branch at Watkins’ Point in Somerset, and 
by another, on the southern boundary of Worcester county, 
with convenient lateral connections with various points on the 
Chesapeake bay: thus offering to the inhabitants of that beau- 
tiful peninsula a direct and easy communication with either 
Baltimore or Philadelphia, and putting them, by means of 
steamboat navigation across the bay, in close connection with 
the internal improvements, which, commencing at Norfolk, 
open a way through the entire section of the union. 

Another branch towards the south, is the admirable rail road 
whieh connects Baltimore and Washington, and whose conti- 
nuance into Virginia will be perfected on the completion of the 
rail roads from the Potomac through Fredericksburg, Richmond 
and Petersburgh to Wiedon in North Carolina, where it will 
interseet the Norfolk improvements above mentioned. Pa- 
rallel to the rail road between Baltimore and Washington, will 
be a most important part of the main line, already in view, 
continuing the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to Baltimore, the 
termination originally destined for it by the state of Maryland. 
Another branch to the south, is the rail road which crosses the 
Potomac at Harper’s Ferry, and unites with the Winchester 
and Potomac rail road, and the other rail roads which aim at 
the remote south west through the great valley of Virginia and 
Tennessee. Another branch from the principal line above 
laid down, should be a canal, which diverging from it, either in 
the District of Columbia, or at some preferable point, would 
terminate on the Severn river, and at or near Annapolis. 

If the lines, here indicated, are drawn upon a map, of the 
state, it will be seen that there is not a county which is not in 
near proximity to some one or other of them; and but four 
through which one or other of them will not pass. Of these, 
the three lower counties of the Western Shore are so intersect- 
ed by water courses, with the Potomac on one side, the Chesa- 
peake bay on the other, and the Patuxent river dividing the 
peninsula, that aature may be said to have supplied or pre- 
oceupied the place of artificial improvements, by multiplying, 
in all directions, her facilities of intercommunication. 
the recommendations of the system here suggested, howevel, 
is, that it admits of almost indefinite ramification; inasmuch as 
each of these lines is capable of being made the axis of a sys- 
tem ofits own; so that at a future day, should any extension 0! 
the system become desirable, a branch of the Washington road, 
or of a cross-cut canal, may be extended through, or along the 
counties of Charles, St. Mary’s and Calvert; while a braneh of 
the Eastern Shore rail road to the flourishing town of Eastod; 
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will probably be constructed immediately after, if not simulta 
neously with the construction of the principal road. 

The works here enumerated may be classed in the following 

des: 
we The main line from east to west, consisting of the Chesa- 

eake and Ohio canal and the Baltimore and Olio rail road, the 

extension of the Chesapeake and Olio canal to Baltimore, the 
Baltimore and Port Depogite rail road, a eanal from Baltimore 
to the Susquehannah, the Wilmington and Susquehannah rail 
road, the Oxford and Cecil county rail road, and the Newcastle 
aad Frenchtown rail road. 

Of these works the Newcastle and Frenchtown rail road has 
been completed, and in use for some time. ‘he Baltimore and 
Port Deposite, the Wilmington and Susquehannah, and the Ox- 
ford and Cecil county rail roads are in the hands of joint stock 
companies, and will before long, it is understood, be ready for 
use. The canal from the Susquehannah to Baltimore is not yet 
undertaken, although spoken of. Its execution is uncertain, 
and must depend upon circumstances; but if made, it will pro- 
bably be at the expense of individuals, without the aid of the 
state. The eross cut or extension of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal to Baltimore, is a work, in the opinion of this committee, 
of the highest moment to the state, and towards its completion 
they propose, a moderate subscription and such alterations of the 
charter of 1825, as have been rendered necessary by the aboli- 
tion of the board of public works. ‘The near approach of the 
fruition in the trade, which we have so long and arduously la- 
bored to create on the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, should ad- | 
monish the citizens of Baltimore, and the state at large, that the 
execution of this extension should be no longer delayed. The 
Baltimore and Ohio rail road and the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal are still incomplete; large sums have been expended upon 
them, and your committee will, for the reasons hereinafter 
given, recommend that the aid of the state be decisively afford- 
ed to those cardinal works. ‘To the improvements enumerated 
under this head, may be appropriately added the canal or slack 
water navigation on the north branch above Cumberland, and 
and the various rail roads projected to the coal and iron mines 
in that region, plans for which are now before the legislature. 
These works are of vast importance, and will constitute the 
ducts to convey to the greater arteries, the trade which will 
give them utility and produce their revenue. ‘T'o execute them 
no pecuniary aid is sought from the public treasury; they will 








the opening of the Chesapeake and Olio canal, by the enter- 
prise of the proprietors of the mines, if encouraged by the grant 
of suitable powers, and such as ordinarily given, without bonus 
or other public inducement—a result which the wise sanction 
of the committee on internal improvementand the enlightened 
liberality of the legislature leaves no room to donbt. 

2. Of the branches from the main line tothe north. These 
are the Baltimore and Susquehannah rail road, the canal up the 
Susquehannah, and the rail road from Hagerstown to Cham- 
berburgh, and possibly a branch from the sane place to Gettys- 
burgh. The loan of a million of dollars, authorised at the last 
session Of the legislature, has secured the completion of the first 
of these, aecording to actual estimate, it is understood, without 
the necessity of further aid from the state; and the other north- 
ern lines, will unquestionably be perfected by the wants of 
Pennsylvania and by individual enterprise. 

3. Of the branches of the main line tothe south. Of these, 
the Washington rail road, and the connection with the Win- 
chester rdad have been completed; while the rail road from 
Elkton to the southern limits of Somerset and Worcester 
counties, is not yet, but will be speedily, authorised by law, 
and a charter has been but recently obtained for the construc- 
tion of the canal from Washington to Annapolis. Both of these 
projected works are,in the opinion of your committee, in a 
high degree deserving ofthe aid and patronage of the state, and 
itis the intention of your committee accordingly to recommend 
subscriptions to the stock of each of them. 

From the enumeration here made, it will be perceived that 
but a few of the works, deemed by your committee, necessary 
parts of a general system, have not been actually commenced; 
and all that is now necessary to bring that system into full and 
complete opetation, is the aid of the state, required to finish 
some ofthem. Of these not yet commenced, or still unfinished 
there are but five, which in the opinion of your committee, re- 
quire the pecuniary assistance of the state—Tlese are 

1. The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 
2. The Baltimore and Ohio rail road, 
3. The Maryland canal. 

4. The canal to Annapolis. 

5. The Eastern Shore rail road. 


Your committee has before adverted to the disappointment 
which prevailed in the legislature, when it was ascertained 
that the appropriation made at the last session to the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal, bad been found insufficient to complete 
the work to Cumberland, and that a large sum would still be 
required for that purpose. Without attempting a detailed exami- 
nation of the facts connected with this subject, in the absence 
of all charge or suspicion of improper expenditure of the fund 
for objects unconnected with the canal, your committee do not 
doubt, that the cause of the error is to be found, in the vague 
and uncertain character of the estimates submitted at the last 
session, and that those who submitted them were as much im- 








canal was, twelve months since, of sufficient importance to in- 
duce the legislature to determine on its completion, whatever 
mistakes may have oecurred cannot have altered or diminished 
its importance, as a great and inestimable public work. Time, 
instead of lessening our conviction of its value, has on the con- 
trary grcatly increased it, by the development that has taken 
place since the last session, of the mineral treasures of the 
mountainous region, into which it penetrates. A further most 
valuable and unexpected consequence has followed the grant 
of that session, in the immediate influx of capital and enter- 
prise, Which have largely enhanced the value of property in 
that region, which now stands ready and is praying for permis- 
sion to execute dependent works, that but afew years since 
would have deemed enterprises, not unworthy of the means 
and energy of a sovereigi state. As part, therefore, and a most 
important part of a general system, and as a source which can- 
not ultimately fail of great pecuniary as well as political advan- 
tage, your committee would recommend an immediate subscrip- 
tion to the stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, to such an 
amount as will secure its completion. Whatever may have 
been the vagueness and uncertainty of the estimates of 1885, 
those furnished to the present legislature may, it is believed, 
be certainly relied upon; and they fix the amount that may be 
required, at something less than three millions of dollars. To 
these estimates must necessarily be added, the expense of 
feeders to be brought from several of the principal southern ti- 
butarics of the Potomac across that river by acqueducts, and the 
cost of lock keepers’ houses and other incidental charges 
which render it expedient that the subscription should embrace 
that sum. 

The next work in order, is the Baltimore and Ohio rail road; 
The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, should it never be extended 
beyond Cumberland, would be, to most purposes, a perfect 
work, and make an ample return to the state from the profits to 
be derived from the transportation upon it of the products of the 
mountain region alone. On the other hand the Baltimore and 
Ohio rail road would derive its revenue from the transportation 
of} passengers chiefly, and the number of these would depend, 
in the greatest degree, upon its completion to the navigable 
waters of the west. Whilst the canal therefore might, without 
injury to the interests of Maryland, suspend its progress at 
Cumberland, the rail road to be equally advanced, so far as 


profit is to considered, must be pushed forward to the Ohio. 
be undertaken and accomplished, probably in anticipation of | 


The following estimate of the probable profits of this work 
when completed to Pittsburgh and Wheeling, is chiefly derived 
from the calculations of Jonathan Knight, chief engineer of that 
company, and falls, it is believed, within the most moderate 
calculation: 

300 passengers per diem (150 each way) 400 miles at 

3 cents a mile $3,600, making per annum 
Interest on $12,000,000, the entire cost of 

the road when ecompieted at 6 per cent. 
Add the amount for moving power, salaries, 

repairs, contingencies 0 
And the sum of this is $1,440,000 

So that taking the cost of working the road at the exaggerat- 
ed sum of one half the receipts, the work, from the transporta- 
tion of passengers only, would probably pay six per cent. upon 
the capital invested in it. When to this, however, is added the 
revenue from the transportation of goods and merchandise on 
this great highway, and that which it must derive from the car- 
riage of the mails and other property of the United States, no 
reasonable doubt can be entertained as to its ample returns of 
profit. To this work your committee recommend a subscrip- 
tion also of $3,0'0.000, and in order to make the completion of 
the road certain, they further recommend that this subscription 
shall only be made, when four millions in addition to the pre- 
sent capital shall have been subscribed, bona fide, to the stock 
of the company from other quarters, or funds to that amount 
contributed in some form other than by loan on interest. 

This will make $7,000,000, which, with the yet unpaid capi- 
tal of the company, will produce nearly the sum of eight mil- 
lions of doliars, for which the road can be finished. For this 
belief your committee have the estimate of the distinguished en- 
gineer above named, and have in further support, the fact, drawn 
from the experience of the company, that the road, so far as it 
has now progressed, has cost, exclusive of the portion in the 
immediate vicinity of Baltimore, which peculiar circumstances 
rendered expensive, but little more than $22,000 per mile. And 
it is believed, this average will hold good for the remaining dis- 
tance of 318 miles; giving the sum total of $6,996,000, say seven 
millions; leaving $1,000,000 to meet contingencies and furnish 
the moving power and other machinery, 

To the Eastern Shore rail road your committee would recom- 
mend a subscription to the amount of one million of dollars, on 
condition that there shall liave been first subscribed, bona fide, 
to the stock of the company by others, such sum as with the 
state’s subscription shall be, aftera careful location Of the road, 
estimated to be necessary to its construction, 

To the cross-cut or Matyland canal from the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal to Baltimore, and also to the Washington and An- 
napolis canal, your committee wou!d recommend a subscription 
of 2500,000 each, upon condition in each case, that the sim of 
$1,000,000 if so much shall be estimated to be necessary for 
the completion of the works respectively, shall have beeii st 
scribed by other bona fide subscribers. 


$1,314,000 
$720,000 
720,00 














Posed upon by their belief in their correctness, as was the legis- 
lature itself, One thing is certain—if the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Vor. L.—Sie. 5, 


In the case of the Jast mentioned Work your committee re- 
| commend that the option be allowed the cowpany of tapping 
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the Maryland canal at any convenient point, if upon examina- 
tion it shall be found, on the score of economy or in other re- 
spects, preferable to a separate canal, and if the connection be 
found to be practicable without injury to the other improve- 
ment. 

The proposed appropriations towards the accomplishment of 
these great public works, are as foiiows: 

To the Chesapeake and Ohio canal...e.e  eeeeee  S3.000,000 

To the Balitmore and Ohio rail road... ..e.e veee ee ed, VUU,00U 

To the Eastern Shore rail roads. ..c. cece ween eee ee LUUU OUD 

To the Maryland Canal........cce- seeeeeescecesess OUU,UUU 

To the Annapolis Canial....cccececesesseeccscascees JU0,000 





ee 


Making in all the sum Of..... 62.005 coon ee eee ee  S8,000,000 


Your committee propose presently to recur to this subject, 
being now led to the discussion of the second leading topic 
proposed. As has been before iniimated, the committee desire 
to meddle little with abstract theories. It is not intended here 
te examine whether it be desirable or practicable in the present 
state of society to banish from use bank paper, substituting the 
precious metals; or whether the latter could be commanded 
in quantity adequate, without aid of paper, to meet the de- 
mands of a commerce of infinite activity. These things are at 
least iinpossible in this state, under the circumstances of our 
union, and there is a crowd of evidence around, that unless 
nearly all our sister states are mistaken in the means by which 
they seek to benefit themselves, this state has erred by indis- 
position to change, and by too close an adherence to a hard 
money currency. Itis besides, embarrassing to perceive the 
most unequivocal signs of prosperity in some of those states, 
coincident if not correlative with their deviation from that 
which many deem the path of safety. 

To show this, a few examples will suffice: 

The area of Maryland contains eleven thousand square miles, 
with a population of 447,000, cr about 41 to the square mile, 
and we have at this time a banking capital amounting in all to 
about eight millions of dollars. 

Louisiana, with a popuiation of 215,739, had, at the com- 
mencement of the present year a bank capital of twenty-six 
and a half millions, which has since been increased to about 
fifty millions. 

Rhode Island, with an area of only 1,200 square miles, and 
a population of 97,000, or 81 tothe square mile, has no less 
than sixty banks, with an aggregute of capital Of more than 
eight millions of dollars! 

The committee need not attempt to recapitulate the great 
enlargement of bank facilities which has recently and is now 
about to be made in Pennsylvania, nor advert to the equal 
steps of the great state of New York—but behold the galaxy of 
prosperity. ‘The two latter, advancing with giant strides, emu- 
lous of each other, grasping at the commercial rule of a conti- 
nent, while the spirit of successful enterprise fills the dwellings 
of their humblest citizes with joy and plenty—Louisiana, grow- 
ing with unparalleled rapidity, and expanding hersel! as it 
were to receive the rich tribute of the hundred armed father of 
waters: Rhode Isiand, with a population scareciy equal tio the 
city of Baltimore alone, with an area and with water power 
not exceeding those of Baltimore county—sits, self-poised, 
amidst her hundreds of cotton manufactories, while her hardy 
mariners penetrate into every sea,a miracle of commercial 
and manufacturing enterprise. 

Why does Maryland exhibit a spectacle so different? Ts not 
the answer plain,that under the laws of Rhode Island, one 
hundred citizens have the use of as much banking capital as is 
afforded in Maryland to five hundred? In other words, if the 
banking capital of this state were increased to forty millions, the 

eople would in that respect enjoy commercial facilities, about 
equal to those, of which the people of Rhode Island are in pos- 
session. Proofs of the same character might be readily drawn 
from the siatistics of almost every member of this union, and 
if there be any, whose policy squares with ours, there may the 
idle ship be found rotting at the wharf, while lethergy seals up 
the eyes of the people. 

Your committee are far from designing to recommend at this 
time, an increase of capital to so great an amount as compari- 
son with those examples would seem to render reasonable. 
Caution is to be used in the effectuation of all! great changes, 
however desirable they may appear: but a moderate increase 
would seem indispensable under existing circumstances; and 
yet more so, if the great improvements we have spoken of are 
indeed to be prosecuted, and the destiny of the state fulfilled. 
Why is it that the cities of New York, Philadelphia and New 
Orleans require bauk facilities, so extensive as we know they 
have and use—in the latter ctly, too, at the rate of ten per 
eent. interest, while here the rate is but six? Because nature 
for one, and art and industry for the others, have opened up 
the trade and supply of the vast, the fertile, the increasing 
interior. If Baltimore is toenter into that glorious compe- 
tition, she must like them, have her facilities for business 
increased, and her capital made commensurate to her com- 
merce, of which that of Maryland, great as it must become, 
will constitute but a very small part. 

There are yet other important considerations, tending to the 
same result, and to otliers of a singular moment. It is im- 
possible to close our eyes to the various tendencies of a ques- 
tion which is now deeply agitating the public mind of this 
union. In our state the distinction between master and ser- 
vant,is color. In the administration of her governinent the 





far below the scale prevalent in our sister states, 
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servant has no participation; and hence although the voice of 
fanaticism may be heard from abroad, we aspire tothe towe,y 
of frowning down and repressing disorder, wherever it ina 
originate, and are enabled to protect our capital against the 
levelling cry of “the poor against the rich,’?? which in the non. 
slaveliolding states, must ever place the property of the em. 
ployer under the control of the employed. The fanaticisy, 
which would intermeddle with and wrest away the rights of 
the south, if not general at the north and east, al least there 
finds shelter; and while Philadelphia and New York are stray. 
ing €very herve to obtain the trade of the south as well as of tie 
west, Maryland should not overlook her advantage, as the 
frontier of the slave holding states. She has a common ip- 
terest and a common sympathy, with the entire south, and al| 
that seems wanting to place the commercial metropolis in ad- 
vance of her competitors for the commerce of that region, is 
CAPITAL, to enable ber merchants to purchase the agricw)- 
tural products which will be borne to it by the ocean, or by the 
improvements uniting, and to unite in Baltimore as a common 
centre, and to furnish in return, by direct importation, the va- 
rious productions of every clime. 

Actuated by these and similar considerations, your committee 
have laid upon your table and respectiully recommend thie 
passage of 

A bill to incerporate the Western bank. 

A bill to incorporate the Commereial bank. 

A bill to incorporate the Eastern bank. 

A bill to incorporate the Chesapeake bank. 

A bill to incorporate the Farmers & Planters’ bank. 

A bill providing for the enlargement of the Franklin bank 

A bill to incorporate the Real Estate bank, all of Baltimore. 

A bill to incorporate the Farmers & Millers’ bank of Hagers. 
town, 

And a bill providing for the incorporation of the Mineral 
bauk of Alleghany at Cumberland. 

Your committee will observe, that should all these charters 
be allowed, the sum of bank capital in the state, wtll still le 
They are all 
of moderate capital, one as low as $300,000 and none exceecd- 
ing two millions, with the exception of the Commercial bank, 
to which in view of the gigantic dimensions of the banks ot 
Philadelphia and New York, it has been deemed advisable to 
allow the privilege of extending its capital, as occasion shall 
require, to six millions, 

Your committee are not unmindful of the lesson of history, 
teaching the dangers of an unwise multiplication o: banks, but 
in their Opinion those have read that lesson amiss, who argur 
evil from an augmentation of sound capital. Atout the period o| 
the last war, the general suspension of specie payments led to 
the establishment of numerous concerns with no basis what- 
ever but public credulity. A legal permission to issue promises 
to pay; a room sixteen feet square, and a steel engraving, con- 
stituted alone, but too frequently, the pedestal of delusion. Far 
cifferent is now the condition of the things and widely diverse 
the guards with which we have endeavored to surround the 
charters recommended above. In a state of profound peace, 
the attemptto force into circulation, paper not redeemable wit! 
gold or silver, would be not Jess idle, than wicked. All of these 
banks, should they go into operation, will be amply provided 
with specie and in all respects be as solid as any of those now in 
operation; and as they will begin well, so the restraint upon 
issues and the penalties attendant upon non-complianee, will 
keep them punctual to their engagements and protect from in- 
jury the holders of their paper. 

The depression of the agricultural interests and the causes of 
emigration, constitute the subject on which your committee 
proposes next to submita few brief reflections. 

Constituted as your committee is, chiefly of farmers and 
planters, and representing especially the agricultural interest, 
they cannot be ignorant of the complaints which come up loud- 
ly for aid and relief to that important portion of society. They 
are well aware that in many portions of the state, and parti 
cularly on the tide waters, no exertion of individual aetivity or 
capital has proved effectual to save proprietors from a gradual, 
but seemingly irresistible sinking in the value or price of their 
property, however improved in productiveness. The cause of 
this can only be found in the ceaseless tide of emigration which 
bears away the industrious and enterprising poor, from among 
whom, under other circumstances, the ranks of the indepen- 
dent landholders should be recruited; the savings of patient 
industry enabling them to come forward as the purchasers of 
land, as fastas it would be thrown into market, by the im- 
providence of the owners, or the operation of our law of de- 
scents. Ifthere be in any county, twenty tracts of land for 
sale, and purchasers ior only nineteen can be fonnd, the twen- 
tieth will not only remain unsold, but the price of each of the 
twenty be considerably reduced. Whatthen are the causes of 
the evil, and what can be done to arrest it?) A principal cause 
is probably, that throughouta great portion of the extensive 
districts alluded to, the pursuits of the whole people are ag- 
ricultural,and there being few considerable towns, the small 
farmer disposes with great cost, difficulty and inconvenience 
of the productions of his labor and articles of marketing—small 
things, which in districts differently situated, afford the means 
of comfort and the foundation of prosperity. The lands are 
naturally productive, possess abundant resources for their re- 
storation when exhausted, are easily tilled, and the waters al- 
ford many advantages peculiar to these regions. Instances not 
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unfrequently occur of emigrants unsatisfied who return to the 
advantages they once disdained; but the bulk do not return. 
Another great Cause may be discerned in the swamps and 
marshes Which in many parts deeply indent the country in 
some places on the shores of the bay, cover many thousands 
of acres, (which if rescued from inundation would prove of 
unsurpassed fertility), and very generally constiiulinga poison- 
ous fringe around the inlets, bays and creeks, constituting the 
arms Of the Chesapeake bay. Itis true notwithist/nding, that 
many situations on the eastern and lower coufties of the 
Western Shore are blessed with heaith, as they are with beau- 
ty, fertility and all that can render them desirable, but it is no 
Jess true, that they constitute generally, a malatious region, in 
which although the diseases be not often of a high or malignant 
type, the poor man, who has not time to nurse the ague and 
fever is Unapt to dwell. Not unfrequently the same causes 
produce fatal diseases, by which valuable men, the heads of 
families, are Stricken down prematurely, or desolation spread 
through hearts, lamenting the young, the lovely and the lost. 


If these sourcez of pestilence could be dried up and reclaim- | 


ed, who would press me to reckon the rich coinage with which 
the good and liberal deed will be repaid—-who estimate the 
benefits, financial and political, whieh would redound to the 
state from the productions of the reclaimed land, the improved 
salubrity Of large districts, and the happy multitude who would 
no longer be forced to leave their homes! 

Much of this can be accomplished by individual enterprise, 
properly encouraged; and it has been asserted by skilful obser- 
vers, familiar with similar achievements in Europe, that all 
are within the reach ofa liberal and paternal policy, and at no 
unsuitable expense on the part of the state. A government 
will not hesitate to expend its treasures im resisting the visible 
assailants of its people, and surely itis a duty no less holy, to 
go forth to destroy the haunts and resources of a foe no less 
deadly, though unseen, 

Your committee also fully sympathise with the numbers of 
their agricultural brethren who yearly come up to their repre- 
sentatives, complaining that their exertions are crippled by the 
want Of pecuniary aid; they are of opinion that these are enti- 
tled to receive aid, and that it may be adequately afforded, not 
only Without injury, but even with the greatest certainty of 
much and various advantages tothe state. In the mode of re- 
lief alone, and in a preference for more simple machinery, 
your committee, actuated by a single aim atthe general good, 
presumes to differ from those who have urged at one time the 
establishment of a state bank, and more recently of a Real 
Estate bank, founded on the credit of the state. This report 
has already swollen to a length which forbids the detail of rea- 
sons by which your committee has been convinced, that the 
mode of relief which they are about to recommend will ope- 
rate more equally, and produce more extensive benefit, with- 
Out incurring many dangers, which may be feared from the 
grant of the state’s guaranty to the stockholders in the Real 
Estate bank; but they indulge the hope, that a plan for lending 
money, in which any holder of real estate may participate on 
easy terms, the interest enuring to the benefit of the whole peo- 
ple, may prove acceptable, and suffice until a sufficient experi- 
ment can be made, as is proposed in part for this purpose, by 
means of the Real Estate bank of Baltimore, of the capacity of 
such an institution, without the credit of the state to operate 
advantageously. 

Trusting that the bank charters above recommended may re- 
ceive the sanction of the legislature, your committee conceive 
that by these adequate encouragement and relief will be afford- 
ed toa the holders of real estate in the city of Baltimore, as well 
as to those who are engaged in commerce, manufactures and 
the mechanical arts; and to carry out the views above express- 
ed, they recommend there be placed in the treasury of each 
shore, or elsewhere, under the direction of a board of commis- 
sioners, consisting of one member for each county, the sum of 
One million of dollara, further augmented as the bill reported 
herewith will explain, to be equitably distributed throughout 
(exclading from participation the city of Baltimore for the rea- 
son above given) in loans on landed security at longterms. It 
is furttter recommended that the loans shall bear interest after 
the rate of six per centum, payable semi-annually; but that for 
such sums as shall be expended in the melioration of lands by 
drainage, by the application of mineral manures, or in planting 
the mulberry and the production of silk, the annual charge for 
interest shall be reduced to four per cent. This reduction of 
interest is recommended by way of premium to agricultural in- 
dustry, and cannot, in the judgment of your committee, fail 
greatly to redound to the advantage of the public, as well as to 
individual good; but especially in directing the attention of pro- 
prietors to the reclamation of drowned lands, your committee 
Anticipate that while individuals will accomplish much, a large 
stock of experience will be acquired, and the way prepared for 
those operations of that character, which, by reason of their ex- 
tent, will require the interposition of the state. 

There is one work of this character to the accomplishment 
of which your committee would advise an immediate appro- 
Priation. It will be remembered that in the preceding descrip- 
tion of the several works of internal improvement projected, 
every part of the state may directly participate, except the 
iree southern counties of the peninsula of the Western Shore. 
It isan honor due to those counties, of which none can de- 
Prive them, that thus situated, from the first embarkation of 
the state in these great enterprizes, however those portions of 





NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 26, 1836—MARYLAND. 


- een ttt 





| 


67 





_—_— — ——- 











— 


the state more deeply interested have been divided by jealous 
contentions, they have, by their representations in general, 
given to every public work, a support as steady as it has been 
gencrous and disinterested. The work now indicated lies in 
their midst. [tis a body of the richest alluvial land, contain- 
ing perhaps fifteen thousand acres, called “*Zachia Swamp.’? 
It is described, delineated, and the improvements declared 
practicable, in the late report of the state engineer. 

Your committee has the honor herewith to submit a bill en- 


titled “an act to provide ways and means to complete the works 


of internal improvement, and to promote the agriculture, com- 
merce and manufactures of this state,’?? which will be found so 
fully explanatory of itself, that it will perhaps be only sufficient 
to add, that it provides for the negotiation in Europe of a loan of 
ten millions of dollars, bearing an interest of six per centum 
and redeemable atthe pleasure of the state, at any time after 
the expiration of fifty years. Upon such a stock, in the pre- 
sent easy condition of the foreign markets, your committee en- 
tertain no doubt but a premium of at least twenty-five per cen- 
tum may without difficulty be obtained. Upon that hypothesis 
a brief calculation is subjoined, by which, assuming that these 
public works shall when completed be competent to pay on 
iheir stocks conjointly, not more than simple interest, we hold 
it demonstrated that the whole debt, principal and interest, 
will be paid off at maturity. In the mean while the produc- 
tiveness of allthe former investments of the state may be 
placed and maintained in full activity, her ordinary revenues 
inereased, her population multiplied, her property and re- 
sources developed and augmented; the wilderness subdued, 
her people happy in the iruition of an ample provision for 
universal education, and every other blessing which itis the 
objeet and end of government to secure. 

When the sure realization of such results shall have come, 
what son of our scil, wandering from his home, will not feel 
the burthen of each remove more and more insupportable? 
With what affection will he not ponder on the domestic altar, 
sighing to behold again the green fields, bright sunshine and 
laughing waters of his natal spot—and how will his soul swell, 
to find dwelling in the applause of nations—Maryland—heart 
of the union!—the enterprising—steadfast—unterrified—unse- 
duced. WiLLIAM D. MERRICK, chairman, 


From the American. 
MARYLAND INTERNAL IMPROVE ‘IENTS. 

The able report of the committee of ways and means of the 
house of delegates, which we published yesterday, has been re- 
ceived in this community with feelings of gratification as warm 
as they are universal. Few documents, indeed, have ever 
been presented to our citizens that have given more general 
and unqualified satisfaction than the one in question. The en- 
larged and liberal scope of its views is in excellent keeping 
with the circumstances of the times, and citizens of Maryland 
may justly dwell npon them with pride as we!! as pleasure in 
regarding them as assurances that our state is resolved to keep 
even pace with the wisest and most enterprising members of 
the union, in the onward march of the eountry to her high and 
happy destinies. 

Accompanying the report was the following paper, a copy of 
which we could not obtain in time for publication yesterday. 
[ts design is to illustrate the practical operations contemplated 
by the committee under the bill prepared in conformity with 
the recommendations of the report: 

A calculation showing the practical operations contempiated 
by the committee on ways and means, under the bill which 
they have reported to complete the internal improvements and 
promote the agriculture, commerce and manufactures of the 
state of Maryland— 

Firstly—They propose that ten millions of state six 
percent. stocks or bonds be issued and disposed 
of, redeemable after fifty years, and believe that 
they will sell for an advance or bonus of twenty- 
five dollars on each one hundred dollars—and 
therefore bring into the treasury of this state the 
sum of 

Secondly—They propose that subscriptions be made 
to works of internal improvement, and paid out of 
said fund as follows:— 

1. To the Chesapeake and Ohio cana! 


$12,500,000 


company #3,000,000 

2. To the Baltimore and Ohio rail road 
company 3,000 000 

To the Rastern Shore rail road com- 
pany 1,600,000 


500,000 
500 000 


8 .000,000 


To the Maryland canal 
. To the Annapolis caral 





Together 
To pay the interest on said subscrip- 
tions during the first three years 
thereon, say an average of two 
years on the whole, it being paya- 
ble in three equal parts annually, 
or 12 per cent. and being 960,000 


Forming in all the sum of $8,960,000 


And leaving a balance to be employed through the 


loan Offices to the amount of $3,540,000 
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Thirdly—T hey propose to lend all the balance just above men- 
tioned, through the ageney of two loan offices, one on each 
shore—and at 6 per cent. interest, except on such portion 
thereof as shall be expended in the draining of lands, or ap- 
plying mar! or other mineral manures; in the rearing of plan. 
tations of the muiberry tree and producing silk—and they es- 
timate such part at one million of do!lars. 


Fourthly—They infer from known facts in like cases and the 
preceding propositions. 


Ist. That the dividends which may be declared on the con- 
templated subscriptions to works of internal improvement, will 
meet ali of the interest that can accrue on the amounts so sub- 


scribed—after the end of the first three years provided for as 
above noticed. 


Qdly. That the interest which will be realised at the loan of- 
fices, on one half of the sum of twa millions proposed to be bor- 
rowed for the exclusive use of the farmers and planters of Ma- 
ryland, will provide for the interest which the state would have 
to pay on the said half part. 


3d!y. They are aware that on the other half part, to wit: on 
the sum of one million of dollars, that would doubtless be ap- 
plied to the draining of-lands, &c. &c. the state would have to 
pay two per cent. per annum interest more than would he re- 
ceived thereon at the loan offices, and that this difference 
would be, in fact, as it is desired that it might be, a premium 
wisely and profitably given for the impravement of agriculture 
and promotion of manufactures. 

Fifthly—Upon the foregong data the committee arrive at the 
following conclusions:— 

Ist. The bonug or advance that would be received on the 
gale of ten millions of state stocks or bonds, would be, as above 
stated, $2,500,000—from which $960,000, or two years interest 
on the sum of $8,000,000 invested in works of internal improve- 
ment, being deducted, there will be left, and may be lent through 
the loan offices for the term of 50 years, an excess amounting 
to $1,540,000 

2d. Atthe end of twelve years—computed from the 
opening of said oflices—by compounding the inter- 
est on said sum or excess, it would produce the sum 





3,580,000 
3d. At the end of twenty-four years so compound- 
ing, this weuld become 


6,160,000 
4th. At the end of thirly-siz years, the same course 


being continued, it would produce 12,320,000 | 


ath. And at the end of the fourth term or expira- 
tion of the forty-eight years, it would produce 

6th. If from this accumulated fund the whole debt 
incurred by the state as well as the two millions 
borrowed in order to lend the same to farmers and 
planters, the eight millions borrowed to be invested 
i Works of internal improvement—should be paid 
off and be 

7th. There would still thereafter remain in the 
jean offices a surplus of 

8th. If from the aforesaid surplus there 
fhall be deducted the sum which two per 
cent. per annum rebated on one million of 
hellars lent to those who drain their lands, 
&ec. &c. and which for fifty years would 
ve 100 per cent. in all, or $1,000,000 

Also, the interest on this interest for the 
average of the whole terms or times of pay- 
ment, or 25 years at 6 per cent. per annum 
==150 per cent. or 

9th. They may be regarded as a pre- 
mium conferred on those who drain their 
lands, &c. &c. and amounting together to 

10th. And would leave a remainder or balance in 
the loan offices—subject to the expenses of their 
administration, &c. &c. say $12,140,000 


llth. Besides which, the state would then own, exclusive of 
their present investments, eight millions of capital stock in 
shares of the canal and rail road companies aforementioned, 
that would be worth far more than they cost: and also two mil- 
lions of dollars of claims, being the original sum borrowed for 
and lent to the farmers aud planters of this state. 


Finally—If the government of Maryland should then think fit 
to sel] said shares and pay off the debt now proposed to be 
incurred, in order to subscribe to them—the proceeds of such 
sale would undoubtedly yield ten millions of dollars, that 
would discharge said debt, and leave in the ioan offices of this 
state, subject only to the aggregate expenses incurred in their 
original management, the grand sum of $22,140,000 


——® eae Piano 


CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, 
Proceedings in first branch, March 14. 

Mr. Seidenstricker, from the joint committee on internal im- 
provements, submitted a report and resolution, directing the 
mayor to subseribe to the capital stock of the Baltimore and Ohio 
rail road company three millions of dollars, in the name of the 
mayor and city council of Baltimore; provided that the whole 
sum shall be exclusively applied to the prosecution of the work 
in an unbroken line from Harper’s Ferry, or such point near 


24,640,000 


10,000,000 
14,640,000 


1,500,000 
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that place as shall be selected, from which said extension gs 
be made. On motion, 500 copies were ordered to be prin 
The report is as follows: 


The joint committee on internal improvements, to Whom 
was referred the memorial of the citizens of Baltimore se\j, 
forth the importance of securing an immediate cennection With 
Wheeling and Pittsburgh, by means of a continuous rail roaq 
and praying that the corporation of Baltimore sbould at ones 
assume to raise one million of dollars and determine to sy pl 
hereafler whatever sums may be eventually necessary to ac. 
complish the object, report, that they have given their moy 
mature deliberation to the topics of the memorials which ha 
been referred to them. 


That a crisis has arrived in the affairs of our city, big wit, 
the most important considerations in relation to her future pros. 
pects, and which calls for the united efforts of cur men of by. 
siness, peoretty holders, capitalists and the municipal author. 
lies in the adoption of measures for a prompt, vigorous and ac. 
tive prosecution of the various works of ternal improvemeny 
which have been commenced and the speedy entrance upoy 
others in contemplation, is a fact obvious to all eyes, can admit 
of no dispute, and needs no argument to establish. It is per- 
fectly evident to almost every mind that upon the course which 
is pow pursued must depend the issue of the question whether 
the city of Baltimore, is to be reduced to a place of compara. 
tive insignificance in a commercial point of view, or to assume 
a pusition, equal at least if not superior in rank and importance 
to that of any other city in the union. If the opportunities 
which now present themselves be permitted to pass by us un- 
improved, we must expect to sce the trade with the west, which 
has hitherto been enjoyed by our citizens, turned into other 
channels, tothe advantage of other cities and Our Own ruin; 
but if such measures be now adopted and prosecuted with that 
vigor which the time, the circumstance and the effect which 
necessarily result therefrom demand, we have reason to indulge 
in the utmost assurance that our city will become in a great 
measure the centre of trade for the whole union. 


It is no longer a question whether or not the trade and inter- 
course with the west is of sufficientimportance to compensate 
for the expenses necessary to be incurred in the construction 
of great works of internal improvement, for facilitating such 
intercourse and transportation of produce and other commodi- 
ties between the seabord and the extensive and fertile re- 
gions af the west. By a wise reference to the course pursued 
by the other sections of our country with regard to these im- 
portant measures, we may profit by their experience, and de- 
rive ample encouragement to prosecute Our OWn works of a 
similar character, ‘The course adopted by the state of New 
York, a number of years since, and the consequences which 
have resulted therefrom, have long since dispelled all doubts 
upon the subject. When the construction of some of these 
works was conceived and recommended by the giant mind of 
De Witt Clinton, it was considered almost as visionary and ex- 
travagant, as was the idea of Christopher Columbus, when first 


hall 
led, 


| suggested by him, that the mighty continent we now inhabit 


existed in what was then generally supposed to be one wide 
and unbroken expanse of ocean; that the advantages which 
have resulted from and are likely to result from the measures 
of the former, have added almost, if not quite as much to the 
advantages and prosperity of the state of New York as did the 
discovery of the latter to the old world, and without any of the 
evils to a large portion of the human race, the history of whieh 
cannot be read and reflected upon without exciting feelings of 
horror and indignation. It is now discovered, that extensive as 
have been the works constructed in New York, under circum- 
stances which oceasioned a much larger expenditure of money 
than would now be required, arising from a want of experience 
and various other causes which do not now egist, they have 
been completed and put into operation without the expenditure 
of a dollar by the state; a revenue is now derived from them, 
not only much greater than was anticipated by the most san- 
guine advocates of the system, and have been the means of dif- 
fusing throughout the state, wealth, prosperity, knowledge and 
happiness, which has placed her far in the advance of any 
other state in the union. So obvious to the people of New 
York are the advantages which have resulted from those im- 
provements, tai noiwiihstanding their great extent, and the 
immense expenditures which have been in their construction, 
they are now planning and carrying into effect other improve- 
ments, almost as extensive as those which have been completed 
and are in successful operation. 


Where but a few years since there was little else to be seen 
than a wide extended wilderness, but seldom visited and bul 
little Known, large cities have grown up whose magnificent 
edifices, lofty spires, extensive warehouses and smiling and 
happy inhabitants furnish evidence to the eye and mind of 
every beholder, of the vast advantages which resulted from the 
public spirit and enterprise which were exercised in the con- 
struction of those works. They have been the means of add- 
ing, not only to the wealth of the state, and the prosperity; 
knowledge and happinees of her citizens, but to the number of 
her inhabitants, and thereby giving to her a degree of weigh! 
and importance in the nation, which without them she could 
not have acquired. 


But it is not to the people of that state alone that the know- 
ledge of these facts is confined. The people of other estates 
have perceived the iminense advantages which have resulted 
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from the construction of those great works, and have begun to 
jmitate the example of New York. In Pennsylvania similar 
japrovements of vast extent have been made, diverging and 
exiending in almost every direction, and still new worke are 

ianned and prosecuted for the purpose of sccuring for Phila- 
delphia the trade, to as great an extent as possible, not only of 
per own Wide domain, but of the new states of the west. The 
young giant of the west, Ohio, has also made rapid strides in 
ine marcs. Of improvement, the consequences of which are ra- 
idly developing themselves in the increase of her cities, the 
improvement and cultivation of her territory, the increase and 
number of her inhabitants, and the advancement of her impor- 
jance among the states of the union. 

Kentucky has commenced the work of internal improvement 
with great earnestness and energy, and is thereby producing a 
great change in the appearance of things. Tennessee is fol- 
jowing close in the train; Indiana, Illinois and other of the 
ounger states are engaging in the work to an extent which is 
calculated to excite in no small degree our surprise and admi- 
ration. If we turn our eyes to the south we find the same spirit 
manifesting itself; in all the states, Virginia, N. Carolina, S. Ca- 
rolina and Georgia have all their extensive projects of the kind 
which they are prosecuting with all possible rapidity; and the 
period cannot be far distant when the face of the whole coun- 
iry will be changed, and trade and communication between the 
various portions thereof, wilj be carried on with a rapidity re- 
sembling the flight af the eagle. 

With these facts before us, the course which our interest and 
duty invite us lo pursue cannot be doubtful. In point of loca- 
tion, and other advantages our situation is not inferior to that 
ofany other city in the union; and in many respects it is vastly 
superior to any other, on, or nearthe Atlantic seabord. The 
near approximation of New York to the Atlantic, gives to her 
an advantage in that respect vastly greater than that of Phila- 
delphia or Our Own city; but that advantage is counterbalanced 
inno small degree by the difference in climate between the 
state of New York and that of Maryland; while her great canals 
are fast locked up in fetters of ice, and her rail roads are co- 
vered with mountains of snow, ours can be in successful ope- 
yation. Itis stated that during the present season many of the 
western merchants, who have been in the habit of making 
their purchases in the city of New York, have been induced by 
the fact, that the facility with which merchandise can be trans- 
ported from Philadelphia or this city, to the west, is vastly 
greater than from that city, inthe early part of the year—have 
leftthem and come on further south for the purpose of procur- 
ing their supplies; and the fact is well known here that the bu- 
sinesa done in this city during the present season has greatly 
exceeded that of former years. These facts speak volumes in 
favor of Our superior advantages in this respect. The distance 
between the capes and the city of Philadelphia is something 
less than that between our city and the Atlantic; but this dif- 
ference is more than counterbalanced by the superior advan- 
tages which are enjoved by our city, arising from the facts, that 
our bay can be navigated with much greater ease and safety 
than that of the Delaware, and that the ice is removed from 
our harbour some time earlier in the spring than it is from Phi- 
ladelphia. It is indeed but seldom that our harbour is entirely 
closed, and when it occurs, it is generally but for a short period. 
In point of distance between us and the western states the ad- 
vantage is decidedly in our favor; and this is a consideration of 
vast importance. 


The nature of the ground over which it is necessary to travel 
from Baltimore to the west is greatly superior to that between 
Philadelphia and the same region of country. In Pennsylvania 
ithas been found to be utterly impracticable to pass the moun- 
tains without the use of stationary engines, which are attended 
with difficulty, delay and expense, while, from the report of 
the engineer who has surveyed the route from this city, it is re- 
presented to be entirely unnecessary to have any such engines, 
and consequently none of the evils will exist which grow out 
of the necessity of resorting to the use of them. Our central 
situation, and the short distance between us and the seat of the 
general government is another circumstance of no small im- 
portance in our favor. Many of the merchants who depend 
upon the Atlantic for their supplies of merchandise, have busi- 
Ness to transact at Washington, and many others will be in- 
duced by a desire to gratify their curiosity, or to visit friends, 
to go to that eity, after making their purchases, and with equal 
advantages in other respects, these considerations will cause 
them to give to our city a preference over others; but when it 
is considered that our advantages in other respects are actually 
much superior to‘these of any other, it is but reasonable to con- 
clude that Baltimore will have a decided preference. 

From a view of all these considerations and facts, what is 
the necessary consequence? From this city to Wheeling the 
distance, by the proposed route of the rail road, is 382, and to 
Pittsburgh, 352 miles. Over eighty miles of this distance the 
Baltimore and Ohio rail road has been completed and is in suc- 
cessful operation. The construction of the road for that dis- 
tance has been attended with great expense, and from the ex- 
Perienee which has been acquired, the improvements which 
have been made in the manner of applying the means, and va- 
tious other circumstances, we have the best reasons for believ- 
ing that as the work progresses, the expense will be greatly re- 
duced. But whether this be or be not the fact, the work should 
be prosecuted with energy, zeal and activity, and no difficulty, 
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should be met with a boldness and determination which the oc- 
casion and the cireumstances may demand. They should be 
seized with a resolute mind and an energetic hand. That 
whieh may to the timid and the diffident be considered as 
amounting tO an impassable barrier, to the stout heart and 
strong hand will melt into nothingness hke snow beneath the 
burning beams of the tropical sun. 

If we cast our eyes on the map upon which is traced the 
routes of the different rail roads which are proposed to be con- 
structed from Wheeling and Pittsburgh, through different parts 
of the western states, we will be convinced that we shall se- 
cure at least a very large portion of the trade of every exten- 
sive and fertile region of country, which, by means of those in- 
ternal improvements, will be brought to those points, and when 
to this is added the trade from the banks of the Ohio and its 
tributary streams, which will be brought to these places, the 
importance of opening the proposed communication with them 
must appear written in legible characters too plain to be mis- 
taken, and should not fail to enlist in its favor the feelings and 
energies of every mind and every heart that regards the growth 
and prosperity of our city. The object to be aimed at is a no- 
ble one, and should excite in the minds of every Baltimorean a 
spirit of emulation to be foremost in endeavoring to aid in its 
attainment. 

The prize is one which will justify the straining of every 
nerve to reach. The times and circumstances are propitious 
and full of promise. A hesitation to act, and that with promp- 
titude, zeal, firmness and energy, would be to neglect our 
own interest and our duty to the city and the state in which we 
live. 

Under these considerations, it is apparent that to secure as 
large a portion as possible of the trade with the west, is of vast 
importance to this state and particularly to this city. To the 
state it is important because in proportion as the prosperity of 
Baltimore is promoted, will that of the state be advanced, 
Much, very much of the revenue which flows into the state 
treasury is derived from this city, and in proportion to the in- 
crease and prosperity of the city must be the increase of that 
revenue. Whatever, therefore, shall tend to the prosperity of 
the city of Baltimore, will, in a similar ratio, be productive of 
the best interests of the state, and if the city should by any 
mneans be injured in her character, trade, commerce or manu- 
factures, the wound she receives must be materiaily felt by the 
state, and in that respeet the state is connected with the city by 
bonds that, on her part, should be cherished and constantly 
protected. 

We then must come to this conclusion, that the city of Bal 
timore should embark to the utmost of her means for the ac 
complishment of this great work. A voice from every section 
of the city cries aloud fur her to come forth and discharge this 
paramount duty—a duty, which, if well performed, is fraught 
with all that is calculated to produce a basis of well founded 
prosperity. It is perhaps unnecessary to say that the securing 
of the western trade to the city of Baltimore is of direct and 
immediate importance; that it will be the means of increasing 
the business of the merchants, of inducing men of eapital and 
enterprise to locate themselves among us, and of giving em- 
ployment and extending prosperity to all classes of our citizens 
and to persons who may become such. What further induce- 
ments can be held out, even supposing it necessary to offerany, 
to persuade the corporation of Baltimore to embark in this work. 
We believe persuasion is unnecessary, but that with one voice 
and mind a cordial response will be given to the memorials of 
the citizens of Baltimore who are awake to the importance of 
the enterprise, and are willing to bear the burden of taxation 
for awhile, confident in return to reap a full and abundant har- 
vest, not only from the amount of revenue to be derived from 
the use of the rail road, but from the accumulating business of 
all branches of industry and in the increase of the population 
of the city. 


By areference to the following synopsis connected in part 
from the ninth annual report of the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road company, we believe it will be admitted that the company 
will be able not only to compete with other cities, as it regards 
the western trade, but to transport produce, if necessary, at a 
less rate per mile than other similar works of internal improve- 
ment, and that the travel alone on this road will amount to the 
large sum of two millions of do iars per annum. 

Ist. Length of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, including 
the branch road to Frederick, 85 miles. 

Qd. The total expenses of working that road for the year 
ending the 30th September, 1835, including repairs salaries, 
wear and tear of the horses and every other disbursement, was, 
as appears by the ninth annual report, document C, No. 4, page 
165, $156,204 39. 

N.B. This expenditure is the result of the mixed horse and 
steam power heretofore used and will be much reduced, pro 
rata, when an efficient steam power will have been provided, 
and a perfect system of organization shall have been effeeted. 

3d. The number of passengers that travelled on the road 
during the past year appears by the last annual report, Doc. C, 
No. 3, page 164, to have been 97,758. 

4th. The distance from Baltimore to Pittsburgh will not ex- 
ceed 360 miles; to Wheeling 380 miles. 

5th. The road to both Wheeling and Pittsburgh may cost 
twelve millions of dollars; say $12,000,000. 

Assuming the foregoing data and the following results may 





however great, should be regarded as insurmountable, These 





| be expected: 
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Ist. If a road 85 miles long cost, for all 
expenditures, annually, $156,000, a road 


360 miles would cost 576,000 
Add for branch to Wheeling, 124,000 
——- ——700,000 
Add 50 per cent. for additional travel, 350,000 


Qd. Interest, 5 per cent. on capital, say 12,000,000, 





1,050,000 


invested 600,000 
Total cost for interest and working the road per 
year, 1,650,000 


3d. It is seen as above that 97,000 passengers now travel the 
road, no one can estimate the number that would daily pass 
between the city of Baltimore and tle western states at less 
than equivalent to 100,000 in each direction, say in both direc- 
tions, 200,000. 

4th. 200,000 passengers at $10, the price 





charged by the charter, would be 2,090,000 
Sth. From which deduct, as above, viz: 
For all expenditures, 1,050,000 
Interest on capital, 600,000 
—— ——1,650,000 
Leaving a surplus revenue of 350,000 


Exclusive of freight and tonnage by which it is plain that the 
rates of transportation might be reduced to a charge that would 
put all competition out of the question, if the road were made 
and in fajl operation, and in the above estimate it is also ob- 
ferved that there is no allowance for carrying the mails, which 
would not be less than $300,000 annually. 

By a recent act of the legislature we have been authorised 
to borrow the sum of three million of dollars to be applied to 
the construction of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road; and by 
the same act it is provided that for every $500,000 appropriated 
to that object, the city is authorised to appoint an additional 
director to manage the business in connection with the direc- 
tors of the company. The amount of stock now held by the 
city in the company is $500,000, on which she bas been and is 
to be entitled to the privilege of two directors. By the late act, 
the ratio of representation has been changed from a quarter to 
a half a million of dollars of the appropriation made and to be 
made by the city. The reasons which induced the legislature 
to make this change in the ratio of representation, we are una- 
ble to perceive or conjecture, and we cannot but regard it asa 
very objectionable feature in the late law. 

It appears to us that when the city is expected to take such 
a large interest in the work, it would have been but right to 
have entitled her at least to an equal representation in the 
board of directors with the private stockholders. We believe 
it to have been expected by those who signed the memorials 
which have been laid before the council praying for a proposed 
appropriation to the work that the ratio of representation upon 
the stock proposed to be subscribed should be the same upon 
that now held, and it may, to some, be a matter of donbt 
whether, under the present circumstances of the case, they 
will expect or desire that the appropriation shatl be made by 
the council; but we regard the work as so essentially impor- 
tant to the interests of the city, and that it be carried on as 
speedily and rapidly as possible, so loudly called for, in conse- 
quence of surrounding circumstances, that all objections of 
minor importance should be waived in considering and decid- 
ing upon the course which itis proper to pursue. Notwith- 
standing, therefore, the strong objections which are felt to the 
change made by the late law, in the ratio of representation, 
we conceive that it would be proper, and called for by a regard 
for the prosperity of the city, that measure should be taken 
o soon as practicable to carry into effect the object of the 
aw. 


Another important work upon the success of which must de- 
pend in a great measure the prosperity of Baltimore, is the 
Biltimore and Susquehannah rail road. For many years an ex- 
tensive and valuable trade has been carried on by our citizens 
with large portions of the state of Pennsylvania, which hag 
tended greatly to the promotion of the prosperity of our city. 
Our geographical position is such that to the people of those 
sections of that state itis much more convenient to send their 
produee to, and derive their supplies of foreign products from 
our merchants than from those of Philadelphia; and while the 
facilities for travelling and transportation between them and 
the two cities are in any measure equal in point of rapidity 
and ease, it is but natural and reasonable to expect that they 
will give to Baltimore a decided preference over the commer- 
cial emporium of their own state. This fact has been so per- 
fectly obvious to the people of Philadelphia, that it has long 
been a primary object with them, that while they were giving 
every possible encouragement, and all practicable aid to the 
eonstriction and support to works of internal improvement, 
having a tendency to open a more speedy and convenient ac- 
cess to their own city from the interior of the state, they have 
constantly and perseveringly exerted all their influence and 
persuasion with their legislature in opposition to the con- 
struction of any works calculated to facilitate intercourse and 
communication between our city and any portion of that 
state. 

For many years they were successful in their efforts to de- 
feat all applications which were made to the legislature of 
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Pennsylvania for grants either to aid in the Construction of 
works of improvement to open a more easy access to our git 
orto authorise their being constructed by others. When the 
charter of the Baltimore and Susquehannah rail road compan 
was obtained from the legislature of Maryland, application Wag 
made to that of Pennsylvania for authority to extend the road 
to the borough of York, aud was subsequently several times 
repeated, but without success, in consequence of the influence 
which was exercised by the citizens of Philadelphia against the 
grant of the authority for which application was made. py 
the legislature has since become aware of the important fact 
that the people of every portion of the state have an equal 
right to participate in the advantages to be derived from legis. 
lative action, and the application of the state funds; that they 
have ali an equal right to be heard and gratified in their desires. 
that all are alike interested, that the interest of all parties de. 
mand equal participation, and that to those to Whom It is more 
convenient to carry on trade with our city, were as Lo the peo. 
ple of the interior of the state generally it is much entitled to 
their regard as any other; and that of great importance to have 
a choice of markets for the disposal of the fruits of their labor 
and the products of their soil. They have accordingly passe4 
a law by which authority has been given to the Baltimore an 
Susquehannah rail read company to extend the work to the 
town of York, agreeably to the original design. When tha 
point shall have been attained a safe and convenient intercourse 
and cominunication will be opened, by means of the Codorugy 
canal not only with the Susquehannah river, its numerous ti. 
butary streams meandeysing in every direction through extensive 
and fertile valleys covered with abundant harvest and abound. 
ing with products of great value and importance, but through 
the medium of the different works of internal improvemeit, 
which have been, and are about to be constructed in that state 
with a most extensive and fruitful region of country. 


For aconsiderabie period the onerations of the Baltimore 
and Susquehannah rail road were suspended in consequence of 
the want of funds necessary to enable the company to prose- 
cute their labors; but the act passed at the last session of our 
legislature, by which provision was made for the loaning to the 
company the sum of a million of doilars bas effectually remov- 
ed the difficulty under which they labored, and has enabled 
them to renew their labors with increased industry and zeal, 
They are therefore now prosecuting their labors with all pos- 
sible diligence, and there is every reason to believe that the 
period is not far distant when it will be eompleted, and all the 
benefits to our city which were contemplated at the time of its 
commencement will be enjoyed incomplete and full friction, 
A considerable portion of the time which has elapsed since the 
passage of the law for granting from the state to the companya 
loan to enable them to complete the work has been occupied in 
making surveys for a selection for the route for the work, 
which have been much more extensive than were at first 
deemed requisite, but have since been considered expedient 
and proper, with reference to both economy and convenience 
for the purpose of securing the best selection. ‘These surveys 
have now been completed, and the route has been decide upon 
which in the judgment of the engineer is the best adapted to 
the work, Consequently the company is now prepared as soon 
as the season and the state of the weather will render it practi- 
cable, to recommence active Operations under the most favora- 
ble circumstances and with the most flattering prospects. 

It is proposed in Pennsylvania to form a conneetion between 
the Pennsylvania canal and the great Erie canal of New York, 


and arail road is about to be constructed from Williamsport J 


lying upon the western branch of the Susquehannah river, and 
on the line of the Pennsylvania improvements to Elmira, which 


is at the head of the Chemung canal in.the state of New York, § 


and connects through the Seneca lake and canal, with the Erie 
canal at Montezuma. ‘The route has been surveyed and is re- 
ported to be peculiarly favorable for the construction of such 4 
work, The books have been opened for subscriptions, the stock 
taken, the company organized, and from the importance oy the 
connexion to be formed, and the vast advantages it offers to the 
people of both those powerful and enterprising states, there 1s 
every reason to believe that it will be speedily completed. It 
is proposed in New York to construct a rail road from that 
city to Lake Erie, and in Philadelphia it is proposed to con- 
struct another from that city to connect with that of New York. 
Should both those works be carried into effect, which is high!y 
probable, the distance from the point where the Philadelphia 
road will leave the Susquehannalh to the borough of York, wil! 
be comparatively trifling, and the communication betwee? 
those two points so as to connect with the Baltimore and Suv 
quehannah rail road, by means of different improvements, will 
be so easy and expeditious that it cannot fail to attract much 
trade and intercourse to our city. To show that this will, 9 
all probability, be the case, it is only necessary to cast our eyés 
upon the map of the country, from which it will be at once 
perceived that when the different roads are completed, the dis- 
tance between Baltimore and Lake Erie, by means of canal 
and rait road communication, will be much shorter than that (0 
any other Atlantic city. When the works now in progress 


shall have been completed in Pennsylvania, which may be e* 
pected to be the case ina very short time, Baltimore will be 
placed in a situation to compete, under very advantageous ©! 
cumstances, with her powerful neighbors, New York and Pht 
ladelphia, for the immense trade which must necessarily f0W 
through the various channels of communication which will bé 
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»own open. The near approximation of New York to the 
wean Will be more than counterbalanced by her distance from 
ne far West, and the fetters of ice and snow which for a consi- 
praple portion Of the year will obstruct all intercourse, while 
yr great Works will be in successful operation, 
philadelphia has no advantage over us with regard to an in- 
course With the ocean, but labors in this respect under difli- 
gities greater than Our Own; while on the other hand in point 
sdistance to the points in the west which it is the object of all 
jo reach, the difference in our favor over New York is one 
hyndred and ten miles, and over Philadelphia about thirty. 
Under these circumstances who can doubt that the prospect of 
,ivantage to jresult from the various works of improvement 
how prosecuting or is in contemplation are greatly in favor of 
naltimore, and that our monumental city is destined at no very 
jistant day to present a scene of activity which will be the 
neans Of drawing capital and an increase of population which 
jjelevate her toa rank and importance among the states In 
he union equal to those which stand the highest. Hereisa 
feld presented to the view and open for the active operations 
of men of wealth and enterprise inferior to none to be found. 
such is Our geographical position, that the wealth arising from 
gtrade with the extensive and fertile states of the west and the 
south west, the interior counties of Pennsylvania and the west- 
em counties of New York is ready to be poured in our lap. 
Nothing more is necessary to secure it than the completion of 
the works of internal improvements now in progress and in 
gntemplation and for the completion of which the most ample 
peans are now ready to be applied. ; 

With regard to the Baltimore and Susquehannabh rail road it 
jsbelieved that the means afforded by the loan from the state 
ofa million of dollars already provided for, will be sufficient to 
complete the work, and we may feel perfecily assured that all 
the benefits anticipated from its completion will be speedily en- 
joyed, without any further expense and without the extension 
of any further aid on the part of the city or the state; and the 
only barrier which now stands in the way of our enjoying the 
benefits expected to result from it when the work was com- 
menced, is the time which will be necessary to enable the 
company to apply the means they have now at their command. 

Another work connected with the trade between our city and 
the interior counties of Pennsylvania and New York, of great 
importance, is that of the Susquehannah canal from Columbia 
totide. This is of great importance to us, for the reason that 
itwill afford a better means for the conveyance of coal, iron, 
lumber and other heavy and cumbrous commodities, which 
cannot be conveyed upon a rail road with the same conveni- 
ence, and to an amount as extensive as they can be upon a 
canal. Strenuous efforts are now making to place the busi- 
ness connected with this work in such a situation as to enable 
the company to commence operations upon it to the best advan- 
tage, and sanguine hopes are entertained that they will soon 
be enabled to commence the work with a zeal, energy and per- 
severance which will insure its early completion. At present, 
however, the plans of the company are not sufficiently arranged 
and digested to enable us to speak of them with any satisfac- 
tion to ourselves, or in such a manner as to afford any informa- 
tion to the public. But of this we feel assured that those who 
have the matter in hand, will employ all possible diligence and 
perseverance to put the business in a train which will enable 
them, very speedily, to commence active Operations upon the 
work, and carry it on to a speedy completion. 

If we east our eyes upon the map on which is traced the out- 
lines of the different extensive improvements which are now 
either in progress or contemplation, we shall perceive that Bal- 
timore forms acentral point to which they all tend. Those 
from the south and south west al! point to ourcity. With re- 
gard to those from the west, the north or the east, the same is 
thecase. The travelling between the north and the south, the 
east and the west, by means of those improvements, must 
nearly all of it, pass through Baltimore, and it is almost impos- 
sible by any means to avoid it. These facts are calculated to 
afford the utmost assurance that our city inust necessarily form 
the centre trade for the whole union, if we are but true to our- 
selves, and employ fer our own advantage the means within 
Ourreach. Under these circumstances, Who can avoid feeling 
adesire to exert his utmost efforts to aid in furnishing the 
Means necessary to secure the accomplishment of such impor- 
tantends? Who is there that does not fee! disposed to engage 
ina spirit of emulation with his fellow citizens tn forwarding 
the great works which are evidently fraught with such benefi- 
cial consequences? It is needless toask. All are alive to the 
subject—all are willing and anxious that the works of internal 
improvement shall progress with all possible rapidity, under the 
full assuranee that the application of the means necessary to 
their completion will be but a loan to be repaid with ample and 
overflowing interest. 


We cannot permit ourselves to close our remarks upon this 
highly interesting and important subject without calling the at- 
lention of our fellow citizens to the proposed lateral canal be- 
ween Baltimore and the Chesapeake and Ohiocanal. The 
great importance of this work is becoming every day more 
and more obvious to every one who has watched the course of 
travel upon the main canal. Mucili.of the prodace which was 
formerly brought to our city from the western counties of our 
slate and Virginia, has by the opening of that canal been di- 
verted to other cities, and as that work progresses to the west, 
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adopted to counteract its operation. All heavy and cumbrous 
commodities which may be brought into contact with the canal 
will naturally be carried upon it to market, and when once 
placed upon it, will never be removed therefrom until they 
reach a point at which they can change hands. On the exten- 
sive line of that work there must be a great abundance of such 
articles, and they will as naturally be carried to Georgetown 
and Alexandria and be forever lost to Baltimore, as that water 
aa downwards, or when confined will seek its own 
evel, 

And how is this operation to be counteracted? The answer 
is a plain one, and may be readily given. Itis that it should 
be done by means of the proposed lateral canal. Nothing else 
can secure the accomplishment of the object, and by that 
means it can be effectually secured, if the proper means be 
employed for the purpose. But will it be secured by a connec- 
tion with the Chesapeake and Ohio canal within the District 
of Columbia? We think not. In that case all articles brought 
to the District must command in our marketa price so much 
higher than that at which they can be disposed of in George- 
town, as to be sufficient to pay for its transportation an addi- 
tional distance of 40 miles; and that difference, we apprehend, 
would be too extensive to enable us to indulge any hope of be- 
ing able to compete with the dealers in such articles with any 
hope of success. It is true that itis much less difficult to na- 
vigate the Chesapeake bay and the river Patapsco than the Po- 
tomac from its mouth to Alexandria and Georgetown, but we 
do not conceive that this difference would be sufficient to 
counterbalance the disadvantage resulting from the cost and 
time which would be oceasioned by the transportation of the 
articles an additional distance of forty miles. We are willing 
to view the matter in an aspect as favorable for ourselves as 
possible, but we consider the subject of too much importance 
to be willing to deceive ourselves and the public by the indul- 
gence of a hope which we think can never be realized, and 
which it would be unreasonable to expect ever to see realized, 
[t must be recollected that between our city and Washington 
there are no fertile valleys from which we might hope to draw 
abundant supplies of rich and valuable products to afforda 
compensation for the construction of such a work, with the 
view of obtaining a portion of the trade which will flow down 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. There is comparatively no- 
thing to be derived from that quarter, and all that ean be ex- 
pected to be received through such a channel must come from 
beyond Georgetown and be disposed of in our market at a 
price above that which it will command in that place equal to 
the cost of transportation. 

What then is to be done and how are these difficulties to be 
avoided? Our answer is that itis by constructing the lateral 
canal over a route by which it will be connected with the main 
canal at the highest practical point; and that point is perhaps 
the mouth of the Monococy. That it will be attended with an 
additional cost of considerable amount is very certain, but of 
what consequence is that consideration in a case of so much 
importance? Itis a matter that should not and we trust will 
not be considered worthy of a moments attention. The object 
to be obtained by it is one that will more than compensate for 
the difference of expenditure ten times told. That there wiil 
still be a difference in point of distance fiom that point between 
Georgetown and Baltimore in favor of the former we will rea- 
dily admit, but the amount of the distance will be reduced and 
the reduction of that difference will be an important point 
gained. And then the canal will rvp through a highly cultivat- 
ed district of country, from which extensive and valuable sup- 
plies of produce and other commodities will all be conveyed 
upon it to our market. From these considerations we consider 
it perfectly clear, that the course we propose, of carrying the 
canal to the highest practicable point on the Potomac should 
by all means be adopted. 

That the completion of this work at as early a period as pos- 
sible is of vital importance to the trade of our city is too ob- 
vious to every observer to require any argument is, we con- 
ceive, perfectly certain; and it is to be hoped and presumed 
that eflorts will speedily be made to commence the work with 
an energy and zeal which will insure its early completion. It 
is gratifying to pereeive that the attention of the legislature has 
been directed to the subject, and that a proposition is now be- 
fore that body to appropriate towards it five hundred thousand 
dollars. Should the proposition be adopted as we sincerely 
hope it may be, it will furnish the means for a commencement, 
in which case it will no doubt soon receive from other sources 
such aid as will be amply sufficient, under wise and prudent 
management to secure an early accomplishment of the import- 
ant work. All which is respectfully submitted, and your 
committee beg leave to offer the following resolution— 

JNO. B. MARKER} 





SAMUEL HARKER, commiltee of 

BERNARD COSKERY, first branch. 

WILLIAM REANY, committee of second branch. 
Resolved by the mayor and city council of Baltimore, That the 
mayor be and he is hereby authorised and directed to subscribe 
to the capital stock of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road com- 
pany, the sum of three millions of dollars, in the name of the 
mayor and city council of Baltimore—orovided that the whole 
sum shall be exclusively applied to the prosecution of the work 
inan unbroken line from Harper’s Ferry, or at such a point 
near that place as shall be selected from which the extension 





that diversion must necessarily increase, unless means are 


shall be made. 
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